


THE 


Connecticut Evangelical Magazine. 


[PWBLISHED ACCORDING TO ACT OF CONGRESS.] 








Vor. I.] 


MARCH, 1801. 


[No. 9. 











Mess’rs Epitrors, 

YOU are requefted to com- 
municate, in your Magazine, the 
following letter to the good people 
of ConneSticut. If my défire is 
sranted, I fhall trouble you with a | 
fecond, and perhaps with a third 
‘etter of addrefs on the fame fub- 


ject. MINORIS. 
Friends and Fellow-Chriftians, 


S the feafon is again ap- 

proaching in which’ you will 
5¢ called to contribute, for the fup- 
port of Miffionaries to our new 
fettlements and the Heathen tribes, 
it cannot be improper to folicit 
your attention to fo important a 
Chriftian duty. Thofe who love 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, muft de- 
fire the fpread of his kingdom and 
the converfion of fouls. They 
cannot expect that the benefits of 
the gofpel will be received without | 
Chriftian inftraction 3 neither can | 
they rationally expeét, that, in this 
day, inftruments will be miracu- 
loufly raifed up and fent abroad to | 
preach the glad tidings of falvation. 
The reafons, which induced infi- 
nite wifdom to take this method, 
at the firft propagation of Chrif- 
tlanity, have ceafed; and the fu- 
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ture fpread and power of religion 
will be effected, by the blefling of 
heaven on means ufed by Chrif- 
tians to communicate truth to their 
brethren of mankind. Bleffed be 
God that the attention of pious 
people is awaking to this important 
fubject ; that their hearts are 
warming with love ; and their 
hands beginning to communicate ! 
This is a happy omen that a grae 
cious God intends to enlarge the 
limits of Zion, and bring many to 
rejoice, who are row ignorant of 
his glory. 

It is the duty of Chriftians eve- 
ry where to pray, and to commuai- 
nicate liberally of what God has 
given them, that the gofpel may be 
preached to fuch as are ignorant 
of their own {tate ; alfo to thofe, 
who cannot procure inftruction nor 
bear the expenfe : but there is, ia 
the prefent {tate of things, a greater 
obligation on Chriftians in Ameri- 
ca, than on any others in the world. 
Hitherto we have been free from 
thofe judgments, which render it 
impofhble for pious people, in fev- 
eral parts of Europe, to do much 
more than bear their own burdens. 
Although they are in the furnace 
of perfonal affliction, their fervent 
r 
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feelings, which are occafionally 
communicated, ought to fhame our 
formality, and our want of love 
to fouls which are perifhing. The 
few poor Chriftians in Switzerland, 
who by the revolutions in their 
country are principally defpoiled of 
their earthly goods, are contribu- 
ting more freely than many of us, 
who have peace, plenty, and pro- 
fefs to be difciples of Chrift. Muft 
God correé& us alfo to make us 
confider our duty ! 

The Heathen are placed near 
to us; from the Chriftians of Eu- 
rope they are at an immenfe dif- 
tance. Maultitudes of them are 
on our borders, and within our 
national limits. Thefe Heathen 
have never heard the name of Je- 
fus. If natural confcience, at 
any time wounds them, they know 
not the phyfician and the healing 
balm; they look with uncertain 
dread on all that is beyond the 
grave ; they know not the gofpel 





7 i law of holinefs, nor the grace 
J which fanctifies and prepares for 
} 4 eternal life. We all have the 


Shes fame father by creation, and they 
| ma 8 are children of immortality. He 
who died on the crofs to comfort 
us with the joys of religion under 
the pains of life, and give us hope 
in death, hath commanded us to 
{pread the joyful news from land to 
Jand, until it fills the earth ; but 
we have not done it, and fcarcely 
can it be faid that we have tricd 
to do it. 
have poifoned the Heathen on our 


our vices, and the vicious have 
been diligent in corrupting, fo that 
many of them think the name 
of Chriftian to denote the moft 
unprincipled of men. This hath 
been done by fuch as difobey the 
gofpel ; while thefe, who profefs 
to love the truth and to have re- 
ceived the benevolence of Jefus, 
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Many from among us, 


borders by the communication of 
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have been fleeping, and made no 
effectual exertions to prevent the 
evil, to inftruét them in real Chrif. 
tianity, and point them to the ho. 
ly and bleffed immortality of the 
gofpel. 

Chriitians, you muft meet thofe 
Heathen before the bar ef your 
Redeemer ; and although you Pay 
be faved by fovereign grace, will 
it not then appear, that thro’ your 

egleét they have failed of eternal 
glory ; and will not your own 
heaven be lefs bleffed and glorious 
forever, for having been fo indo. 
lent in your Lord’s fervice ? In 
feafons paft there was an excufe 
for negligence in this duty, which 
now fails. The fubjeé& of this 
Chriftian obligation was ftrangely 
paffed over in filence ; but now it 
hath become matter of difcuffion 
and general information ; fo that 
ignorance and inattention to the 
duty cannot be an excufe. If 
only the fmall number who read 
this Magazine, were to give to fo 
bleffed and glorious a charity, what 
they might without any injary to 
their common conveniences, it 
would furnifh the means for more 
gencral exertions than have ever 
been made in this country. This 
obbigation is on all Chriftians, ex- 
cept it be thofe in moft indigent 
circumftances. The little fuis of 
the fincere poor are an acceptable 
offering to Chrift, and plead with 
him for the falvation of perithing 
fouls; and perhaps it is the in{truce 
tion furniihed by fome widow's 
mite, that he will deign to blefs, 
for bringing a Heathen foul toa 
crown of glory, and the eternal 
joys of heaven. O poor but hap- 
py Chriftian, whofe offering 1s 
thus bleft by fovereign grace, how 
wilt thou delight to meet i ete 
nal bleflednefs, that foul faved 
through thy littie bounty, and join 
thy voice with his, in praifes * 
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round the throne of God and the 
Lamb. Many fuch happy meet- 
ings there will be in heaven be- 
tween thofe, who from diftant 
climes are redeemed by the blood 
of Chrift. 

Ye rich and affluent, an indul- 
gent God hath favored you with 
abundance- You can give, yea 
liberal y, and not perceive your 
abundant fuperfluities leffened. 
Doubtlefs, your bounty fupplies the 
table of many who are poor ; and 
while you compafhionate the pover- 
ty of a few days, will you not al- 
fo contribute to feed the fouls of 
men, with the bread of eternal 
life 2? Isnotthe foul of more value 
than the body ; and eternity 
more interefting than time ? Con- 
fider who made the difference, in 
circumftances, between you and 
the perifhing Heathen ; who gave 
you plenty, and the bleflings of 
civilization ; and the divine inftruc- 
tion concerning moral fubjedts, the 
riches of redeeming love, and the 
glory or woe of the eternal world, 
with which they are wholly un- 
acquainted ? It was the diftin- 
guifhing, fovereign grace of God 
which made the difference. Are 
you not ftewards of the divine 
bounties, and can you anfwer be- 
fore the Lord, if you deny a lib- 
eral offering for the purpofe of fav. 
ing the benighted fouls of your 
heathen brethren? Perhaps, you 
profefs to be Chriftians indeed, and 
to be warmed with the love of 
Chrift ; if fo, are you not warm- 
ed with the love of fouls ? Confid- 
er the love of your Redeemer ! 
How he lived, agonized and died 
that you might hear the gofpel and 
ve delivered from the curfe ! Com- 
pare yourfelves with his example. 
in poverty he went about doing 
good, and being innocent he died 
tor the guilty ; while in affluence 


2nd eafe and gladdened with gofpel 





inftruétion, all purchafed by the 
blood of the crofs, what have you 
done ? Doth your example, your 
love and bowels of compaflion re- 
femble his? Have you given evi- 
dence of a higher regard for the 
fouls of men, than for your earth- 
ly emolument, when you have al- 
ready more than fagacity can apply 
to the increafe of human happinefs, 
unlefs it be in acts of liberalicy ? 
Compare yourfelves with the di- 
vine example, go and warm and 
melt your hearts at the foot of the 
crofs, and then determine your 
Chriftian obligation. 

Chriftians, think not to fay thefe 
heathen are never to be chriftian- 
ized ; the obftacles are infurmount- 
able, they cannot be civilized and 
therefore cannot receive the gofpel. 
But are the obftacles greater than 
they were at the fall of man to the 
exercife of any grace whatever ? 
yet wifdom and grace then trium- 
phed, and the fame wifdom and 
grace are now onthe throne. Are 
the obftacles greater than they were 
in your own hearts? But you hope 
that fovereign power hath renewe 
ed them by your fanétification. 
The obftacles are great, but the 
promife is fure ‘ I fhall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance.” 
The obftacles are great, but one of 
the greateft is the coldnefs of our 
hearts and of our prayers on this 
fubje&t ; and if thefe were remov- 
ed we might truft in God for an 
effufion of his fpirit, and the blef. 
fings of his providence to teach the 
unchriftiavized tribes of men. 

Chriftians, think not to fay we 
have given already, and not having 
feen the defired effeéts are difcou- 
raged. Remember, that this is your 
perpetual duty, and to be often re- 
peated ; a duty incumbent on your 
whole lives. Souls will always be 
precious. Syftematic meafures 
and the perfeverance of years are 
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neceflary to communicate inftruc- 
tion to heathen people. Say not 
then we are difcouraged ; be not 
difcouraged while the promife en- 
dures, but remember there mutt be 
means for the accomplifhment of 
the promife. 

But it is not the heathen only 
who claim cur liberality. Perhaps 
the ftate of our new fettlements is 
a higher call to Chriftian exertion ; 
and indeed, we cannot overlook 





either of thefe objects with a pure 
confcience. The American church 
is placed in a new and interelting | 
fituation ; and there is a new and | 
more folemn obligation, than was | 
ever found on Chriftians halons: | 
in any part of the world, arifing | 
from the removal of our childien | 
into the wildernefs, where many 

of them cannot enjoy the hearing 

of the word and the adminiftration 

of ordinances, without our affift 

ance at the prefent moment. It is 

eftimated that there are in the wil- | 
dernefs on the back part of the Uni 
ted States, between two and three | 
thoufand fettlements which are un- | 
able to fupport teacher: of religion. 
The inhabitants pitched in a wilder- 

nefs, on fall farms purchafed | 
from the more affluent dealers in | 
new territory ; few of thefe afflu- 

ent people are with them ; fome | 
of them, alfo, are regardlefs of 
religion, and indifpofed to Chrif- | 
tian doctrines in their purity. We | 
never can depend on the great land 
dealers to pay much attention to 
this fubje@. Thefe induftrious in- 
habitants, who have good profpeéts 
afier a few years are paft, are now 
firugeling with the roughnefs of the 
wildernefs ; they are yet poor ; 
their numbers are not fufficient to 
{upport a religious inftru€tor ; mul- 
titacdcs of them have littie induce- 
ment to convene on the fabbath ; 
there is among them a great fear 





city of pious and inilruétive books ; 


they are expofed to the feduGion 
of infidelity on one hand, and the 
enthufiafm of ignorant pretenders 
to religion on the other ; they are 
gradually forgetting the relipious 
habits and truths received in their 
youth ; and in many places becom. 
ing infenfible of the benefits both 
for time and eternity, which flow 
from eltablifhments for pious in- 
ftruction. And who are thofe thus 
fituated ? They are our old neigh- 
bois ; our brothers, our filters, 
our children. We were the in- 
ftruments of giving them life ; we 
drew our nourifhment from the 
fame brealts ; our childhood and 
youth were paffed together, and 
we called them our friends and our 
dear ones. By our mouths they 
were firft taught; by our hands 


| they were baptized ; by our pray- 
| ers they were confecrated to God ; 
| and doubtlefs we do fometimes yet 


pray for them ; but fhall we reft 
in this ? Ought we not to give evi- 


| dence of the fincerity of our pray- 


er to God, by furnifhing them 
the means of inftruétion fo far as 
is pofhble to our power ? It was 
their lot to go into the wilder. 
nefs ; ours to remain on the old 
feats of our common anceftors, and 
under the bright funfhine of gof- 
pel means ; and fhall we not con- 
fider their fituation ? Shall we not 
help them to remember God ; to 
feck and ferve a glorious Saviour ; 
to form and erganize churches ; 
to obtain pious inftructors and train 
up their babes, who are born 
the wildernefs, in the ways of 
yod ? Reader, remember, that 
by the Miffionary fervices furnifhed 
through thy hberality, thou art 
communing with thy old neighbors, 
hy brothers and filters and thy 
children, in the things which per 
tain to the kingdom of heaven. 
Say not in thine heart thefe people 
do not need fuch affiftance ; for 
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though a few fettlements may be 
wealthy, far the greater number 
are otherwife. Say not, that they 
do not defire fuch afliltance, for 
it is a miftake, and the defire of 
multitudes is ardent. There are 
infidels and haters of piety in the 
new fettlements, as there are in the 
old, and thefe men will attempt to 
ridicule all the means of religion ; 
but believe them not, nor be deter- 
red from doing good by their fug- 
geftions. ‘There are vaft numbers 
who defire to hear, and they thank 
God for the opportunity. The 
labors of your Miffionaries have 
been greatly bleffed, to call the at- 
tention of many thoufand fouls, 
many of whom are now rejoicing 
in the peace and obedience of the 
gofpel. In another letter I fhall 
lay before you an eftimate of the 
Miffionary fervices furnifhed by 
this {tate, and fome further motives 
for your future liberality. 


MINORIS. 


On the nature of the Saint’s perfe- 


virance. 


T is admitted by all who are 
denominated Calvinilts, that 

all thofe who are born again will, 
through the grace of God, fo per- 
fevere in a courfe of holy obedi- 
ence, as to obtan eternal life in 
the coming world. But there are 
two differing opinions concerning 
the nature of this perfeverance. 
One, which feems to be the moft 


ancient and general, is, that grace | 


or holinefs in the heart, once im- 
p'anted, is an inamiffible principle, 
and is, in truth, the beginning 
of eternal life, though at firft very 
imperfect. The other is, that 
grace or holinefs is not a principle, 
but merely an exercife, and that, 
as faints are imperfedly fanctified 
in this life, there is, in the prefent 
Kate, a conftant alternation of ora- 





cious and finful exercifes in their 
hearts, in which they are perfeétly 
holy, and perfeatly finfal by turns ; 
and that nothing more is meant by 
the doétrine of the Saint’s per- 
feverance than this, that al! thofe 
who are born again, though they 
will fall, every fin they commit, 
into a totally finful ftate, being 
neverthelefs fecured by the cove- 
nant of grace, fhall obtain eternal 
life. 

I beg leave te fubmit the follow- 
ing confiderations in fupport of the 
fermer opinion, which I believe to 
be the truth. 

It is evident that there is fuch 
an oppofition either ef principles or 
of exercifes in every Saint as in 
the f{criptures is called a warfare. 
St. Paul, addrefling Timothy, fays, 
“That thou by them mightett war 
a good warfare.” Alfo, “ Fight 
the good fight of faith, lay hold 
on eternal |jife.”? Of himfelf he 
fays, “ So fight I, not as thofe 
who beat the air, but I keep under 
my body, and bring it into fub- 
jection.” In another place he fays, 
“ We wreftle not (or not only) 
againtt fles> and blood, but againtt 
principalities and powers.” Again, 
in the Song of Solomon, Chrift 
addrefliny the Spoufe fays, “ What 
will ye fee in the Shulamite ; as 
it were the company of ¢wo ar- 
! mies. But certainly there can be 
‘no warfare unlefs the armies, or 
‘the combatants, are on the field 
| together; and this ts equally true 
of a fpiritual as of a natural war- 
_fare. Ifthe exercifes of the Saints 
_are all perfectly holy, or perfectly 

finful, then the exiltence of the 
lone fort of exercifes neceffarily 
precludes the exiftence of the oth- 
| er; during the prefence of a holy 
exercife, there can be nothing to 
oppofe it, and when it ceafes to 
be, oppofition to it comes too late, 
becaufe by the fuppofition, it no 
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longer exifts: fo during the pref- 
ence of a {inful exercife, there can 
be nothing to oppofe that, for there 
can no contrary exercife coexitt 
with it, and when it ceafes to be, 
oppofition to it comes too late, and 
is utterly impoflible. Both exer- 
cifes, while they exift, hold an 
entire and uncontroled dominion ; 
but this is utterly inconfiftent with 
2 war betweenthem. No war car 
exilt between them unlefs they ac- 
tually conflict and ftrugele with 
each other, as Jacob and Efau did 
while in their mother’s womb; 
but this is impofhble, for there is 
no moment in which they coexift. 

That two oppofite exercifes of 
the will fhould coexift, I admit is 
impoflible, but I do not think it 


principles of aétign to ceexilt, and 


demonftrated by the Apoftle Paul, 
in his difcourfe on that fubjeét, in 
the 7th Chapter of his Epiftle to 
the Romans. He plainly {peaks 
of two oppofite laws, the law in 
his members, and the Jaw of his 
mind ; by which, [ think, he rauft 
mean two oppofite principles of 
action. Dittin&, independent ex- 
ercifes cannot properly be called a 
law ; but zhat within us, whatever 
it may be, that lays a foundation 
for a train of exercifes of a cer- 
tain kind, may be fo called, wheth- 
er it be tafte, propenfity, inclina- 
tion, or other divine conftitution 
whatever. The feat of thefe op- 
pofite laws, according to the apof- 
tle’s figurative reprefentation, is 
not the fame ; one is in the mem- 
bers, the other in the mind ; {till, 
it is evident, he fpeaks of them as 
cocxiiling. And as he would do 
good uniformly and conftantly, 
obeying the impulfe of the law of 
his mind, were he not dragged the 
ether way by the law in his mem- 
wers ; and as the mind, rather than 


On the nature of the Saint’s perfeverance. 





(Marca, 


the members, denominates the man, 
he concludes, that it was not prop. 
erly be who did that which he 
would not, but fin that dwelt in 
him. Here it is evident that the 
new man gave denomination to 
Paul’s perfon ; and in that view 
of it, it was not he who did 
wrong, but fin the old man or 
the body of fin within him And 
in the fame fenfe St. John fays, 
“* He that is born of God doth 
not commit fin, for his feed re. 
maineth in him, and he cannot 
fin, becaufe he is born of God.” 
But if the new prineiple called the 
new man or the new creature de- 
nominates the perfon of every 
Saint, then certainly it always ex- 


ifts, and there is a vital feed in 


impoflible for two oppofite laws or | 


that they actually do fo is, I think, | 





the heart that never dies. He is 
not therefore perfectly holy and 
nerfeétly finful, by turns, but he 
is always a Saint, or a holy per- 
fon. ‘I'he fame is proved by the 
whole of the Apoftle’s difcourfe. 
He fays, “ For what I do, 1 al- 
low not,” thatis, at the inflant | 
do evil, Tallow it not, ‘for what 
I would, that do I not; but what 
I hate that do 1.” That is, op- 
pofite propenfities, at the fame 
moment, exert themfelves in op- 
pofite direfions. For to will 
that is, a propenhity to do good, is 
prefent with me,” he muft mean 
always prefent, for it is afferted, 
without limitation, ** but how to 
perform that which is good I find 
not.” Further he fays, “ I find, 
then, a law, that when I would 
do good, evil is prefent with me.” 
That is, prefent at the time, when, 
he would do good. To will, that 
is a difpofition to do good, then, 
is always prefent, and evil is al- 
ways prefent when he would do 
good, or which is the fame thing, 
they always coexift. ‘Ihe con- 
ftant ftruggle there is between the 


t 


. ° me 
wo principles, or between the o/4 
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man and the new man, conftitutes | corn intheear. Again he repre- 
the fpiritual warfare which exifts | fents the kingdom of God as it 


in every true Chriftian. ‘ The 
fichh lufteth againft the fpirit, and 
the fpirit againft the flefh, and 
thefe are contrary the one to the 
other.” 


was to exift in the world, and alfo 
| in the foul of the believer,* in its 
| progrefs towards perfection, by a 


| grain of muftard feed, which a 


| man took and fowed in his field. 


As the holy fcriptures are ev- | This parable, in addition to what 
ery where full to the fame purpofe, | was reprefented by the good feed, 


I will fele& a number of paflages 
which, I think, will place the 


general, all thofetexts which prove 
that the faved pafs through the 
new-birth, or are born of God, 
equally prove the perpetuity of a 
principle of fpiritual life. The 
moft prominent idea in bith is 
the commencement of life, and the 
moft prominent idea in the new- 
birth is the commencement of fpir- 
itual life. A new creature is for- 
med. ‘That which is born of 
the fiefh is flefh, and that which 
is born of the fpirit is {pirit.” 
Here the queition will be, does 
this new creature ever die ? Or, is 
thevital principleeverextina’? Now 
if all holinefs and fin lie ia exer- 
cife, and that exercife, in the re- 
generate, isalternately perfectly ho- 
ly and perfeétly finful ; then the 
fpiritual life produced in the new- 
birth, which is holinefs, is often 
extinét, or the new creature often 
dies ; indeed, what is called the 
old man and the new man die and 
revive as often as the oppofite 
exercifes alternate. But, this 
feems not to be thetruth. On 
the contrary, fpiritual life in the 
foul is the commencement of a 
life which never ends, or eternal 
life. Inthe t3th chapter of Mat- 
thew Chrilt reprefents it, by feed 
fown in good greund, which does 
not die in the earth, but germi- 
nates, and progrefles forward, till 
it brings forth fruit to perfe étion. 
Its progrefs is marked, firlt the 
blade, then the ear, then the full 





| further fhows, that from fmall be- 


 ginnings the kingdom will become 
matter in a ftill clearer light. Tn | 


| 
| 
| 
i 


immenfely great and glorious.— 
Again, he reprefents it by leaven, 


which a woman took, and hid in 


! 


three meafures of meal, till the 
whole was leavened. Now this 
again fhows the unceafing progrefs 
of the kingdom, in both the fenfes 
mentioned, towards perfection ; 
/not by intermitted fteps, but in a 
| gradual advance ; for the nature of 
leaven is to produce a fermentation 
in the meal duly prepared, which 
will never ceafe to operate, till the 
|whole mafs is fermented, and 
changed into its own nature. 
| The Apoftles, following the 
ifteps of the great teacher who 
‘came from God, frequently re- 
‘prefent fpiritual life in the foal, 
/under the fame emblem of feed 
‘fown. The Apoftle Peter fays, 
“being born again, not of cor- 
ruptible feed but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God which /iveth 
and abideth forever.’ 'YVhe feed, 
according to our Lord’s explana- 
tion, is the werd of God in the 
heart, or what elfewhere is called 
the engrafted word or ihe word mix- 
ed with faith ; this is exprefsly 
faid to be incorruptible, and which 
liveth and abideth for ever. St. 
Paul fays this fame word of God 
is guick or living, and powerful, 
fharper than any two-edged {word, 
piercing, &c. and is a difcerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. It is, when mixed with 
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faith, and fo become the engrafted 
word, an immortal principle of life 
in the foul. St. John, in his firft 
Epiftle fays, “‘ Whofoever is born 
of God doth not commit fin, for 
his feed remaineth in him,” &c. 
if the feed, or f{piritual life remain- 
eth, it is never intermitted. A- 
gain he fays, “ Ihave written un- 
to you young men, becaufe ye are 
ftrong, and the word of God abid- 
eth in you,” &c. On which 
the fame remark may be made. 
He adds, * But the anointing 
which ye have received of him ;” 
or the fan@ifying influences of the 
Spirit of God, ‘ abideth in you, 
&c. and as the fame anointing 
hath taught you, ye /hall abide in 
him.””? Here is not only their ac- 
tual ftate, abiding in Chrift, but a 
promife of their continuing fo to 
do, ye fall abide inhim. Again, 
“We know that we have paf 
fed from death to life becaufe we 
Jove the brethren. He that lov- 
eth not his brother, abideth in 
death. Whofoever hateth his 
brother, is a murderer, and ye 
know, that no murderer hath eter- 
nal life abiding in him.” Here, 
he who loves, and he who hates 
his brother, are contrafted ; the 
one hath /ife the other hath not 
eternal life abiding in him ; to make 
the antithefis complete, the dfe 
which he who loves his brother 
hath, is eternal life ; for if neither 
of them have eterna! life, he who 
hates his brother ts not diftin- 
euifhed from him, who loves his 
brother, by faying, he hath not 
eternal life abiding in him ; the con- 
fequence is, he who loves his 
brother, hath eternal life abiding in 
him ; but eternal life is an inde- 
fegtivle principle. | Coriformably 
to this idea, St. Paul, in his firlt 
letter to the Corinthians, fays ex- 
prefsly, charity or love to God 
and man, wxever faileth 3 it is 
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therefore eternal. Our Saviour 
fays, “ This is life eternal that 
they might know thee, the only 
true God, and Jefus Chrift whom 
thou haft fent ;”” but every believer 
has the true knowledge of God 
and of Jefus Chrift, he has there- 
fore eternal life. 

Again, the divine writers com- 
pare this principle of grace in the 
heart to diving waters, than which 
nothing has a more unceafing ener- 
gy and motion. Solomon fays, 
“ Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence, for out of it are the iffus 
of iife. ‘The mouth of the righte- 
ous man isa welloflife. ‘The law 
of the wife is a fountain of life 
Underftanding is @ well-/pring of 
life unto him that hath it.” Our 
Lord addrefling the woman of Sa- 
maria, fays, “ If thou knewelt 
the gift of God, and who it is, 
that faith unto thee, give me to 
drink, thou wouldeft have afked 
of him, and he would have given 
thee living water. Whofoever 
drinketh of the water that I hhall 
j give him, fhall never thirft ; but 
| the water that I fhall give him, 
'fhall be in him a well of water 
_fpringing up into everlafling life.” 

Again, “ He that believeth on 
|me, as the fcripture hath faid, 
| out of his belly foall flow rivers of 
| diving water.” No image in na- 
| ture could more fully illuftrate the 
vital energy and perpetuity of grace 
in the heart. 

The fame truth is evident by 
what Chrift fays of himfelf, “1 
am the living bread which came 
down from heaven, if any man 
fhall eat of this bread he fhall 
live forever. Except ye eat the 
flefh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life 
in yous Whofo eateth my fliefh 
and crinketh my blood, ath eter- 
nal life’ And much more of 








like import, in the fame paflage. 
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Every true believer, in the fenfe 
of this paflage, eats the flefh and 
drinks the blood of Chrift. It is 
an att of faith, and is neceffarily 
involved in the general notion of 
faving faith ; every true believ- 
er, then, hath cternal life ; and he 
hath it én prefenti, in the very a8 
of feeding upon Chrift ; which 
eternal life will of courfe continue 
through the prefent {tate, and will 
be perfeéted in heaven. 
The fame is manifeft from 
Chrift’s words to Peter, juft be- 
fore his deplorable fall. “ And 
the Lord faid, Simon, Simon, 
behold Satan hath defired to have 
you, that he may fift you as wheat. 
But / have prayed for thee, that 
thy faith fail not.” He makes 
the fame interceflion for a// Saints, 
and we know that the Father hear- 
eth him always; the faith of the 
Saints, therefore, never fails. But 
faith worketh by /ove, or charity. 
Charity, therefore, never fails, 
which the apoftle Paul fays, in fo 
many words, as we have feen be- 
fore. The love of God and man, 
then, once inkindled in the heart, 
is a holy flame, which is never 
extinguifhed, but lives forever. 
Again, Chrift is formed in the 
foul of every Chriftian, of which, 
his being formed in the womb of 
his virgin mother is a {cripture em 
blem. ‘* To whom God would 
make kaown whatistheriches ofthe 
glory ofthis my{teryamong the Gen- 
tiles, whichis Chriftin youthe hope 
of glory.” “* My little children,” 
: fays the fame divine writer, in his 
| letter to the Galatians, “ of whom 
I travail in birth again, until Chri? 
3 be formed in ycu.’? Now Chrift, 
| “Ts the true God and eternal life.” 


Eternal life, thes, is formed in 
the foul of every Chriftian. Fur- 
ther Chrift prays in behalf of all 
f who believe on him in thefe words, 
“That they all may be one, as 
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thou Father art in me and I in 
thee, that they may be one ia us, 
that the world may know that 
thou haft fent me. And the glo- 
ry which thou gaveft me, I have 
given them, that they may be one, 
even as we are one, I in them and 
thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one.” In virtue 
of this prayer, all who believe, 
become One Body, informed and 
animated by One Spirit, even the 
fpirit of God. The God and 
Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, is in them all. 
Chrift dwells in them, in like 
manner, as the Father dwells in 
him. Juft before Chrift had faid, 
“© will pray the Father, and he 
fhall give you another comforter, 
that he may abide with you forev- 
er; Even the fpirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, 
becaufe it feeth him not, neither 
| knoweth him, but ye know him, ei. 
for he dwelleth with you, and foal 
| be in you.”? Thus it is evident, 
that the three perfons of the ever 
adorable Trinity dwell in the re- 
deemed, not only collectively, but 
individually, and fhall dwell in 
them forever. Theyare, and each 
one is, an holy temple of the 
Lord, and a habitation of God 
through the fpirit. But furely 3 
all this implies a principle of fpir- . 
itual life, may of eternal life in 
every Saint, and canby no means 
confift with the notion, that the 
Saints are perfectly finful when 
they have finful exercifes or vo- 
litions, and that at fuch times a 
have oo vital principle of holinefs 
within them, by which they are 
diftinguifhed from the unfantified. 

Having faid what I purpofe, in 
proof of the point in gueftion, I 
will conclude with thisrefleétion, in 
the words of fcripture. That 
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man the things that God hath pre- | 
pare for them that love lim.” 


The Gofpela Doérine according to 
Gedline/s. 
{Continued from page 283.) 
NUMBER III. 


Iv HE gofpel in its requi- 


cipal condition of pardon and {al- 
vation, isa dottrine according to 
Godlinefs. 


The principle condition of par- 


don and falvation, is faith in | 
Chrift. This will appear by the | 


following fpecimen of its declara- 
tions upon this head. ‘ As Mo- 
fes lifted up the ferpentin the wil- 
dernefs, even fo muft the fon of 
man be lifted up ; that whofoever 
believeth in him fhould not perifh, 
but have eternal hfe.—He that be- 
hieveth on him is net condemned : 
but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already. He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlafting 
lifee—He that believeth, and is 


that believeth not fhall be damned 
—Whom God hath fet forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteoufaefs, 


that he might be juft, and the jafti- | 
fier of him who believeth in Jefus. | heart, it is not flrange, if they 


—Therefore we conclude, that a| think themfelves warranted, by 


man is jufhified by faith without | 


the deeds of the Jaw. Believe 


fhalt be faved.”’ 

Hence, it is undeniably mani- 
feft, that faith in Chnit is the grand 
capital condition of paidon, julli- 
fication, and falyation—thar this 
implies, involves, and is conneéted 
with, every thing really necefiary 
to falvation, and will iffue im eter- 
nal life. 

Some, indeed, have feemed to 
think, that in this particular, the 
eofpel contains a doctrine rather 
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unfavorable to Godlinefs. If men 
are juftified by faith, and not by 
works, and he that believes will 
certainly be faved, what need have 
we to trouble ourfelves about per. 
fonal holinefs ?—Hence fome may 
have thought, the gofpel tended 


to encourage or countenance the 


| negleét of praétical religion ; and 
fitions, as to the prin- | 


to open a door to immorality and 
wickednefs. 

That fome have thus perverted 
and abufed the do&trine of grace wi! 
not be dented ; but that the do@rine 
of falvation by grace, through faith, 
or any of the doétrines of grace, as 
{tated in the gofpel, warrant or af. 
ford jult pround for any fuch con- 
clufion,isutterlydenied. All fuch- 
like inferences from the gofpel doc- 
trine of juftification by faith, or 
from the affertion, that he who be- 
lieveth fhall be faved, are founded 
on imperfe&, defeétive, partial, or 
erroneous notions of the nature and 
properties of the faith required ia 
the gofpel, as being neceflary to 


| and conneéted with falvation. 
baptized, fhall be faved ; but he | 


If men think the faith, with 


| which the gofpel conneéts falva- 


tion, confilts in a bare belief or 


| conviction of the truth, and im- 


plies neither love nor repentance, 
nor any other right exercile c: 


the gofpel, to expeét falvatioa 


| without perfonal holinefs, or any 
on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou | 


real piety ; and of courfe that th: 
gofpel tends to encourage ungodil- 
nefs, or opens a door to licen- 
tioufnefs. Suchlike appear to 
have been the notions of fome in 
the apoftolic age ; who are septo- 
ved and confuted, in James 1. 
14—26. 

Or if the faith, with which fi. 
vation is, by gofpel promife, con- 
neGed, confifted in a firm belie, 
that we are jufiified—that ovr 
jins are forgiven—that God is 6 
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reconciled God and Father, and 
that we fhall certainly be faved ; 
andif it was wrong and wicked, 
even the great fin of unbelief, to 
call in queftion or to doubt the 
truth of thefe propofitions, how- 
ever unholy and carnal we our- 
felves are, as thofe originally cal- 
led Antimonians appear to have 
held ; it would indeed appear, that 
the gofpel counteaanced and open- 
ed a wide door to iniquity. But 
thefe and all fuchlike notions of 
faith, are as oppofite to the truth, 
as darknefs is to light, or fin to 
holinefs. Hnce, in order clearly 
to fhow how the gofpel in its re- 
guifitions, as to the principle con- 
dition of pardon and falvation, is 
a doStrine according to Godlinefs, 
it will be proper to point out fome 
of thofe things, which, according 
co the plain tenor of the {criptures, 
are efiential to, as being implied 
in, or indiffolubly connected with, 
the faith required in the gofpel, in 
orderto forgivenefs and eternal life. 

1. The faith required in the 


tion or belief of the truth ; it is 
receiving the love of the truth, 
and implies cordial confent to and 
acquiefcence i in the charaéter and 
mediation of Jefus Chrift, and in 

he import of his death and refur- 
reBlien 5; with every correfpondent 
exercife and affection. 

Paul plainly foretold, to the 
Theffalonians, that {trong delufion 
would be fent upon fome, * be- 
caufe they received not the Jove 
of the truth, that they might be 
faved ;”’ plainly importing that the 
faith neceffury to falvation, implies 
receiving the love of the truth. 
He accordingly faid to the Gala- 
tians, © In Jefus Chrift neither cir- 
cumeifion avalieth any thing, nor 
uncircumcifion ; but faith which 
worketh by love 7” and taught the 
Romans, that it is with the heart 
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that man believeth unta righteoufne/s. 
Hence I am ‘ed to remark, 

Faith implies a new heart, 
and is found in thofe only, who 
are born of God. Paul ufes the 
expreffions, a new creature, and, 
faith which workeih by love, inthe 
fame fenfe, or as implying or fig- 
nifying the fame thing. Gal. v. 
6, and vi. 15. John tells us, that 
they who received Chrift, even 
they who believe on his name, 
© were born, not of blood, nor 
of the wi!l of the ficth, nor of the 
will of man, but of God ;”? and 
fays exprefsly, “ WheSsever be- 
lieveth that Jefus is the Chrift is 
born of God.” This leads me to 
remark, 

3. ‘True faith in Chrift implies 
and cannot exift without true re. 
pentance of fin. This is evident 
from the nature of faith.—The 
fame is proved by all pe paflages 
of {cripture, eclare the 
nec eflity of repentanc e in order to 
pardon, and oy mén to re- 


which 


| pent that ea may be forgiven and 
gofpel, is more than a bare convic- | 


faved, and conne:’ \ forgivenefs and 
falvation with repentance, juft as 
they do with faith. A fpecimen 
of thefe may be feen in Marki. 15. 
Luke xiii. I—5, and xxiv. 47. 
Aéts i. 38, and i. 19, and v. 31. 
and xi. 18. and xx. 21. Hence, 

4. Faith in Chriftimplies a dif- 
pofition to, or the principle of all 
holy obedience, and is exprefled 
and appears in good works, in 
conformity to the general tenor of 
the divine law, and to the peculiar 
precepts and inftitutions of the 
gofpel. 

Pau! fays, faith worketh by love. 
Love is the principle or life ef all 
true obedience. ‘** If a man love 
me,” faid Chrift, “he cwi// } 
my words.” 
such, asnow bricfly fuggelted, 
is the faith required in the gofpel. 
And what can be plainer, than 
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that the gofpel, by making this | become guilty before God.” Aj) 
faith the grand condition of allits | therefore being finners, they juftly 
bleflings, and indifpenfibly necefla- | deferve the curfe or penalty of the 
sy to pardon and final falvation, | divine law, which implies all the 
teaches a doétrine according to | evils of the prefent life, and ever. 
Godlinefs, favorable to the inter- | lafting deftru€tion in the future 
eft of real piety and trve holinefs, | world. Confequently God may, 
and admirably adapted to enforce | in perfect juftice, bring upon any 
and promote it ? of mankind, whatever temporal 
at we may well be exci-| calamities he fees fit. Should he 
ted to examine ourfelves, with ref- | bring thefe evils upon them with- 
pect to the nature and properties | out any reference to the condutt or 
of our faith ; and cautioned a- | iniquity of their parents, he would 
gainft refting in any faith, fhort of | do them no wrong. Confequently 
that which is ftampt with the afore- | it cannot be at all inconfiftent with 
mentioned charatters. juftice or individual refponfibility 
eee for God to bring fuch calamities 
iat oie ’ upon perfons in confequence of 
the wickednefs of their parents ; 
fince they themfelves juftly de- 
ferve thefe evils. 
For inflance, the children of 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 
(Continued from page 301.) | were finners. ‘They were alfo 


seni _| creatures, whofe lives were at the 
HAVING in my former | divine difpefal. God sherefore 
number, fuggefted fome obferva- 7 
i had a perfect right to take their 
tions to fhow, “* How it is to be! ,. 
.. | lives, as he pleafed. He would 
hee), ie ame underftood that God vifits the ini- ts ge 
a q - oo | have had a jult right to caufe the 
Peet: ‘6 quity of the father upon his chil-| oy ie 
‘Pike ; dren, down to the fourth gene- P rere 
anes ri low them up, though their fathers 
ration : g 
* had been the beft of men. He 
The fecond part of the queftion | had the fame right to take their 
is now to be confidered, “* How | lives in this way, as by ficknefs, 
is this confiftent with individual | burning of houfes, or any other 
refponfibility ? By individual ref-| calamity. Therefore God did 
ponfibility is meant, that every | them no injuftice, in thus deftroy- 
individual fhall anfwer for his own | ing them on account of the daring 
conduct, and fhall not, for the fins | wickednefs of their parents, and 
of others, fuffer any punifhment, | as a token of his difpleafure agantt 
which he himfelf does not juftly| it. And this is always the cafe, 
deferve. when children fuffer evils in con- 
fequence of the wickednefs of 
N fhowing the confiltency of | their parents. They themfelves 
“ vifiting the iniquity of the | are finners, and fo juftly deferve 
father upon the children” with | far more than all thefe temporal 
individual refponfibility, or divine | fufferings at the hand of God 
juftice ; i: is neceflary to obferve, | Confequently his bringing fuch ca- 
that mankind are all finaers. As | Jamities upon them, on account of 
the apoftle declares, ** All have | the iniquities of their parents, 's 
4 finned ; and the whele world has | perfedtly confiftent with the frit 





An anfwer to queftions vefpeGing | 
God’s vifiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon their children. 
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eft juftice and perfonal refponfi- 
bility. 

Nor is it lefs confiftent for God, 

in confequence of the peculiar 
wickednefs of parents, to fuffer 
their pofterity to go on in fin, or 
to fall into fuch vicious courfes, as 
will ruin them for time and eter- 
nity. Mankind through their na- 
tive depravity of heart, if left to 
themfelves, will run into all man- 
ner of vice, and will never repent 
and go to Chrift, unlefs drawn 
by the Father. But God is un- 
der no obligation in juftice to dif- 
penfe his grace to any by renew- 
ing their hearts, or to reftrain 
their finful inclinations ; but may 
leave them to impenitence and 
their own heart’s lufts, whenever 
he fees belt. Thus he might con- 
fiftently have left Abfalom to rife 
up in his wicked, unnatural re- 
bellion, had David never been 
guilty of adultery and murder. 
Therefore God’s leaving him to 
fall into this wickednefs in confe- 
quence of David’s heinous fin in 
the matter of Uriah, and as a 
punifhment to him for this fin, 
cannot be inconfiftent with juftice 
and individual refponfibility. For 
Abfalom juftly deferved what he 
fuffered, although his wicked con- 
duct and wretched end were alfo a 
jot and grievous punifhment to 
David. 

So God, in perfect reditude, 
may leave any of mankind, by 
following their own finful inclina- 
tions, to fall into vice, or go on 
in impenitence and unbelief, with- 
out any regard to the conduét or 
iniquities of their parents. There- 
fore it cannot be inconfiftent or 
unjuft in God to leave them to 
thefe things, in confequence of the 
wickednefs of their parents, and 
as a token of the divine difpleaf- 
ure againft it. For whatever may 
be the immediate eccafion of their 
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being vifited with temporal or 
{piritual judgments ; yet they will 
never, in this life, fuffer any thing 
more than they deferve. And in 
the future, which is to be a ftate of 
complete retribution, their punifh- 
ment will be exaétly in proportion 
to their criminality. 

Thefe confiderations may vindi- 
cate the juftice of God, in the 
evils which mankind experience in 
confequence of the fall of Adam. 
For although in confequence of his 
fin, theyare born with depraved dif- 
pofitions, which lead to finful ex- 
ercifes, and on account of their 
own fins, originating from this de- 
pravity, they are expofed to the 
moft dreadful evils in the prefent 
and future world ; yet they are 
not punifhed, either in the prefent 
or future life, any more than they 
jultly deferve for their own per- 
fonal finfulnefs. ThereforeGod’s 
dealing with them in this man- 
ner is entirely juft. 

Thus God, “ in vifiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children,” is perfeétly confiftent 
with juftice or individual refponf- 
bility ; which implies, that each 
one fhall be punifhed for his own 
fins only, or no more than he juft- 
ly deferves. 

What has been faid on this fub- 
jeét furnifhes an eafy folution to the 
laft Queftion, * How is this con- 
fiftent with what we fee in the 
world, the uninterrupted profper- 
ity of notorioufly wicked perfons 
for feveral generations together ?”” 
As God vifits the iniquities of the 
fathers upon the children by fpirit- 
ual, as well as temporal judp- 
ments; he may, in the inftances 
now ftated, vifit the iniquities of 
thefe wicked perfons upon theis 
children by giving up the childrer 
to worldly purfuits and profperity, 
and leaving them, like their wick- 
ed parents, to choofe this world ac 
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their portion, and then to bring 
upon themfelves everlafting de- 
ftru@ion. 

This is vifiting the iniquities of 
the fathers upon the children in the 
moft awful manner, and is unfpeak- 
ably worfe than temporgl judg- 
ments. And it feems as if the 
children of wicked, worldly par- 
ents were often vifited in this way; 
as the moft of them appear to be 
left to follow the evil examples of 
their fathers in making earthly ob- 
je@ts their God, or chief purfuit. 

But fhould there be inftances, 
where the children of notorioufly 
wicked perfons are both pious and 
profperous in this life; it would 
not be inconfiftent with the decla- 
ration of God’s “ vifiting the ini- 
guitics of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren,” becaufe, as already fhewn, 
this is not a pofitive declaration, 


that he will do itin every inftance. | 
But it is a general declaration, im- 
plying, that he may, and often | 
But (till | have any regard for the temporal 


does thus vifit children. 


a Friend. 
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gion and yield a cordial obedience 
to all the divine commands.—For 
by living in impenitence, vicious 
practices, or neglect of the duties 
of religion, parents not only ex. 
pofe themfelves to deftrudtion, but 
they are doing what tends to draw 
down the judgments of heaven 
upon their dear children, and to 
ruin them forever-—How many 
parents, by their wickednefs, have 
thus been the means of the eternal 
ruin of their beloved offspring, 
For it is declared of God, by the 
prophet, “* Thou recompenfeit the 
iniquity of the fathers into the bo- 
fom of their children after them.” 
On the contrary, if parents are 
pious and obedient, there is great 
encouragement, that they may be 
the means of drawing down bleff- 
ings on their children, and of fav- 
ing them as well as themfelves.— 
Thefe confiderations muft have 
great weight with all parents, who 
believe the facred fcriptures, and 


he is at liberty in his fovereign | or eternal intereft of the offspring 
goodnefs to difpenfe with this | of their own bodies.—Who, that 


threatening, when he fees belt, 


without violating his truth; fince | 


is not callous to all the tender feel- 
ings of a parent, can think of ex- 


he has not bound himfelf to do it | pofing his dear children to ruin by 


in every inftance. 


a ; 
From the obfervations fuggefted | 


in anfwer to thefe queries it may 
be remarked, that the divine con- 
ftitution in “ vifiting the iniquity 
ec the fathers upon the children’ 
is not only perfeétly juft, but is 
wifely calculated to anfwer valua- 
ble and important ends.—It ftri- 
kingly manifefts God’s difpleafure 
againft impiety and wickednefs, 
as in the inftances of Korah and 
his company, and of the Jewith 
nation, upon whofe children God 
fo remarkably vifited the iniquity 
of their fathers. —It alfo affords 
peculiar motives to difluade parents 
from vice and wickednefs, and to 
influence them to engage in relig- 





living in finful courfes? How cru- 
el and criminal is the conduét of 


{uch ? Let us then keep the {tate 


‘utes and commands of the Lord, 
| “ thatit may go well with us, and 


with our children after us ”— 


| & Choofe life, that both thou and 
| thy feed may live.” 


H. 


NOTE. Some of the ideas and ¢x- 
preffions in the preceding obfervations 
are taken from a piece, which the wr 
ter publifhed on this fubject a iew 
years fince in the Theological Mag? 
zine. 
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originally intended to be prefented 
to any eye but his to whom it was 
addrefled. I intended that God 
fhould be the only witnefs who 
fhould ever behold it, except my 
correfpondent. But fome months 
fubfequent to the time when it was 
written, a particular occafion, ren- 
dered it proper, (as I thought) for 
me to read it to a confidential friend 
on whofe judgment I place great 
reliance; and he advifed me to 
forward it to you for publication. 
With diffidence I complied. ‘To 
you, Gentlemen, it is now fubmit- 
ted, and you will publifh it or not, 
as you may judge beft. My fin- 
cere prayers are offered up to the 
Throne of Grace, for the fuccefs 
of your benevolent undertaking 
as, I truft, thofe of all good peo- 


le are; and you may have the | 


pleafure to behold the work of the 
Lord profper in your hands. 
A LAYMAN. 
Dec. 5th, 1800. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 
N obfervation which I heard 
you make, when I laft faw 
you, has, from that time to the 
prefent, dwelt upon my mind, and 
given me great anxiety on your ac- 
count. It was on the fubject of 
falvation. I think you will recol- 
leé&t it, on my repeating it to you, 
and noticing the place where it was 
made. In July 1798, you and I 
were returning from a journey up 
Conneéticut river; and, as we 
were paffing through Hadley mead- 
ow, you advanced a fentiment 
which I did not perfefily compre- 
hend. I enquired whether you 
pretended to Atheifm? You re- 
plied No. But you went on to 
obferve that “ neither you, (mean- 
© ing myfelf) nor any otber perfon, 
* would find any thing in the New. 
*Teftament, but what went to 


‘confirm, (or eftablith) the Doc- | 
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‘trine of Univerfal Salvation.” 
Now as I conceive fuch an opinion 
to be totally fatal to you, and pof- 
fibly may be fo to your children, 
I have thought it to be my duty 
to write to you on the fubjeét. 
For, fhould I meet you at the bar 
of God, a final caft-away, I am 
confcious it would be jultly ex- 
acted of me why I had not given 
you a timely warning? And I 
could not anfwer for the negled. 
Whether it will have any good 
effect in leading you to a renun- 
ciation of your error, mult be left 
with a holy, a fovereign, and mer- 
ciful God, with whom is the refi- 
due of the Spirit; to whom my 
| prayers are daily offered on your 
| behalf; that he would be graciouf- 
ly pleafed to enlighten your mind 
in the knowledge of Chrift, and 
lead you home to himfelf thro’ the 
merits of a glorious Redeemer. 
I frankly confefs to you I have not 
much hope that you will attend to 
what I write; for people, who 
once adopt that error, have fo ma- 
ny temptations to continue in it, 
both from the wiles of Satan, and 
their own depraved hearts that I 
have rarely heard of any one who 
has left it. But, having quieted 
themfelves in a finful courfe, they 
ufually goon, with that blindne{s 
of mind, which they have volun- 
tarily chofen, until death over- 
takes them, and convinces them, 
when they would give worlds to 
repair their error, that they have 
been fatally deceiving themfelves. 
Such, I fear, will be your fituation. 

I prefume I may, without ar- 
rogance, fay, that I have paid 
much more attention to this fub- 
jet than you. My employmenis, 
and fitvation in life, have regularly 
led meto doit. J have read large- 
ly upon it, the ableft champions, 
both for, and againft it. I have 
endeavored to weigh all their ar- 
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guments coolly. I have attended 
to the lives of thofe of my ac- 
quaintance who have profefled to 
believe it ; and the belt opinion 
which I can form, relative to it, is 
this ; viz. that it is one of the molt 
fuccefsful fchemes that the great 
adverfary has ever devifed, to lead 
men away from the truth; that 
thofe who do imbibe it, are indu- 
ced to do it to quiet their own 
confciences in their wicked courf- 
es ; and that thofe who do adopt 
it, do it with a particular view to 
their own exemption from the pun- 
ifoment denounced againft finners 
avho die impenttext. 

I am not about to treat this fub- 
ject argumentatively. The limits 
ufually afigned toa letter will not 
admit of it. But I thall fuggeft 
a number of things, (and with 
plainnefs) with a view to induce 
you to examine the fubje@t thor- 
ough!y, before you rifk your intereft 
for eternity upon it. ‘The argu- 
ments for, and againft it, you may 
find in Doctor Edwards’ reply to 
Chauncey, much more ably and 
clearly ftated, than I could do it, 
fhould I attemp:. And in my 
own opinion, if you examine, with 
that candor which your intereft 
alone ought to produce, you will 
find the arguments perfeétly con- 
clufive againft univerfal fal vation. 

Let us look at our fituation. 
You and I did not make ourfelves, 
but we are here in life. There is 
but one book in the world, (befide 
thofe which are copied from it) 
which contains any rational ac- 
count of man’s origin. The wif- 
eft and moft learned of the Hea- 
then Phiofophers, have written 
much, and with great anxtety, re- 
{petting the origin and deftiny of 
man. And the writings of Soc- 
rates. who was, confeffedly, the 
wifeit, and greateft of them all, 
manifeltly fhew that he was in a 
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ftate of uncertainty refpedting thefe 
very important and interefting en. 
quiries. It is from the bible only, 
that we get the true account, and 
there we are taught our duty plain 
ly. There we, alfo, learn, that 
men can wreft fcripture to their 
own damnation. Is not the char- 
ac¢ter of man, as he exhibits it in 
this life, truly drawn in the Bible? 
Is not man quarrelfome, malicious, 
profane, luftful, thievith, falfe, 
and deceitful ? So fays the bible. 
Mutt not all of us die? We know 
we mult. Now we come to the 
important queftion, what will be 
our end, or fituation after death? 
This queftion you have to fettle 
fer yourfelf; and if you thould 
miftake, I wifh you to carefully 
remember, that mifiaking io your 
folution of it will not mitigate the 
dreadful horrors of your odilon 
becaufe there is a fufficiency of ev- 
idence on the fubjeét, amply with- 
in your reach. And if you, el 
ther through prejudice, or too 
much anxiety to obtain worldly 
pofleflices, through indolence, or 
carelefInefs, do not attend to it 
according to its importance, and 
judge aright refpeéting it, the 
dreadful confequence muftbe yours, 
and yours only. For every one 
ftandeth or falleth for himfelf. 
The vulgar and ungentleman- 

like habit of profane fwearing, I 
am informed has greatly increafed 
upon you. Several perfons, not 
very fcrupulous on the fubjet 
themfelves, after having been in 
your company, have fpoken of you, 
to me, as being fingularly addicted 
to it. This is a vice, exprefsly 
forbidden in the Bible; and it 1s 
declared that profane {wearers fhall 
have their portion in the lake that 
burns with fire and brimftone-— 
What language can be plainer, of 
more exprefs? I fhall make only 
two enquiries of you refpecting 
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that practice, and fhall leave you 
to anfwer them toyourfelf. What 
real good have you ever derived 
from profane {wearing ? Have you 
not adopted the fyftem of Univer- 
fal Salvation, merely that you may 
indulge yourfelf in that vice, and 
others which are exprefsly forbid- 
den in the word of God, with 
lefs compunétion, and more esfe of 
confcience ? I am perfedtly fatisfi- 
ed, in my own mind, how you 
will anfwer thefe queftions if you 
anfwer them truly ; and truly you 
muft anfwer them before God ; and 
that not many years firft. You are 
now confiderably paft middle age ; 
and if you were fure you fhould live 
tofeventy years, (which few of your 
anceftors have done) it will fill be 
but a fhort time, before you will 
know whether you have adopted a 
wrong and ruinous opinion or not. 
—Should it prove that you have, 
think, O think, my friend, what 
muft be your fituation ! All your 
enjoyments will be paft—all your 
hopes of eafe and pleafure utterly 
atanend. Many of your friends 
of this world ; thofe with whom 
you have taken pleafure in this life ; 
thofe with whom you, perhaps, 
now flatter yourfelf, you fhall fpend 
an eternity of happinefs, will thea 
be feparated from you ; they on 
the right hand, and you on the left, 
of your judge—and, while you 
are beholding them reaping the 
bleffed harvett of the good feed, 
fown on the fruitful foil of true 
faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift, care- 
fully cultivated with all the Chrif- 
tian graces, you will be neceffitated 
to view a profpeét of mifery, in- 
terminable, of woe, forever in- 
creafing, from which you can nevy- 
er efcape, and upon which youmutft 
enter as foon as the awful command 
is given, ** Depart from me ye cur- 
‘fed into everlafting fire prepared 
* for the devil and his angels.”” 





Inftances there are, I acknowl- 
edge, but they are very uncom- 
mon, of people’s ever reforming, 
when they are paft the age of thir- 
ty-five years. Atleaft, my expe- 
rience witneffes to this truth. If 
you will look back upon your paft 
life, you will find it has been fhort 
and troublefome. Yet in all prob- 
ability, you have lived much the 
greateft part of it. If, during the 
greateft half of your life, you have 
indulged yourfelf in finful praéti- 
ces, and in purfuits condemned 
by the law of God ; and if you 
have hitherto reaped nothing from 
them, but vexation and difap- 
pointment, (which I am perfectly 
fenfible is thé fact) I afk you, as 
one who is concerned for your fu- 
ture peace, whether youhad not bet- 
ter tty a different kind of princi- 
ples and practices? I fhould think 
that felfifhnefs alone would prompt 
you to this were it not for the 
deceitfulnefs of fin. 

You muft accept of a Saviour 
on Chrift’s own terms or you muft 
reject him. Ie now offers him- 
felf to you ; but it is in his own 
way. If, when you come to the 
bar of God, you find that Chrift 
rejects you, and configas you over 
totorment without end, your tel- 
ling him that you underftood the 
gofpel otherwife, and that you 
thought all would be faved, will 
do you no good. Will the 
thought, that you have deceived 
yourfelf then give you any confo- 
lation ? O! no. It will only 
increafe your mifery ; for you will 
then recolleét, that you once had 
the offer of falvation as well as 
others—that they embraced it in 
truth, but that you were deceived 
by Satan, who is now to forever 
exult in your blind credulity, with 
which he led you on to deftruc- 
tion. I repeatit. Chrift now of- 
fers himfelf to you; but itis on 
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his own terms. If you accept of 
him, on thofe terms, he will fave 
you from jin, as well as from 
mifery ; and no one was ever faved 
from mifery, who was not firft fa- 
ved from fin: Becaufe mifery is 
aneceflary and inevitable confe- 
quence of fin. They are infep: 

rably conneéted. Butif you will 
not accept of him as he fays, you 
will fail of his benefits, and be 
caft into outer darknefs, until the 
great day; when you, and T, and 
your connections, and friends, and 
all others, muft come forth to give 
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an account of ourfelyes and be 
judged. If it then appears that 
yourejeRed Chrilt} becaufe you 


loved fin, as it will appear, if you 
do finally rejc& him, you will be 
fhut out ; while you may proba- 
bly fee your parents, your wife, 
fome of your brothers and fitlers, 
(I hope all of them) many of 
thofe whoare now yourfriends and 
acquaintance feated at the right 
hand of their Judge, and pre 
ferved from thofe dreadful 
ments which will await you and 
all others who doreje& the Sav- 
jour. 

I befeech you to think ef thef 
things as they are—do not deceive 
yourfelf in fo important a concern. 
I have endeavored to ftate thefe 
things truly and plainly, to you. 
Notto wound your feelings ; for 
what good can that do me? I 
have done it, becaufe I am ex- 
tremely anxious that you fhould 
determine aright, that you need 
not mourn at laft, a fatal obfti- 
nacy and blindnefs, which is the 
certain ruin of every one who re- 
tainsitto theirend. I have done 
it, becaufe Lain confcious that it 
ismy dutytowara you, if I fee 
you in danger, that I may not 
“have the negle&t charred to my 
account, to {we!l multinde of 
My crimes, 


tore 


sha 
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Accidentally hearing of your 
illaefs, I thought it might, with 
the blefling of God, afford you 3 
favorable opportunity to refeg 
which your hurry in bafinefs, 
when in health, might preclude 
And alfo, with a hope that you 
may have had eternity more {trong. 
ly depicted to your mind, during 
your ficknefs, than when your at. 
tention has been much engroffed 
by the cares and bufinefs of th- 
world, I have forwarded this to 
you. And I pray God of his 
infinite mercy, through our blef. 
fed Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
to guide you ia that ftraight and 
narrow way, which will lead you 
to himfelf, “* where the wicked 
ceafe from troubling, and where 
the weary are at reit.” 
L am, &c. 





An aceount of a work of Divir 
grace in @ Revival of Religior, 
in a number of Congregations t2 
New-England,in the years 1798 
and 1799, ina feries of Leticr: 


to the Editors. 
[Continued from page 314-] 


LETTER XV. 
Second letter from the Rev. Aum 
R. Roesins of Norfolk. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Hayes given a plain far- 

rative and brief fketch o: 
the wonderful work of God & 
mong us; after requefting a I 
membrance in your praycrs and 
thankfgivirgsto the God of fove- 
reign grace on our behalt; I 
mizht have ftopped there pethays 
rather than add any thing furtnct 
But my feelings dictate that fore 
remarks and obfervations conc-t" 
ing the aforementioned difplay - 
the power and grace of te slr 
of Zion may be uftful by his o¢* 
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people of God, and animate them 
to continue in their defires and 
prayers for the enlargement of the 
dear Redeemer’s kingdom. And 
may poflibly adminifter inftruétion 
to bine poor diftreffed fianer who 
is with painful folicitude enquiring 


about the great falvation. 


It may be remarked then, in the 
firft place, ihat it is of unfpeaka- 
ble importance that the means of 
grace be ufed with impenitent, 
Chriftlefs finners. Many are apt 
to fay “ If God have mercy on 
whom he will—if we are fo total- 
ly dependent on fovereign grace ; 
it avails nothing to ufe means, or 
pay any attention to the concerns 
Sf the foul.” 

But we find that Jericho’s walls 
muft tumble down in confequence 
of the blowing of the ram’s-horns : 
That Naaman mult wafh in the 
waters of Jordan, rather than thofe 
of Abana and Pharpar, in order 
for a cure of his leprofy. We 
have found by experience that not 
only the preaching of the word ; 
but that Chriftian conferences and 
focial prayer, at which Chriftlefs 
finners are prefent, have been a- 
buadantly bleffed fer the continu- 
ance of ferious impreflions on their 
minds, and increafing conviction 
of their heart-wickednefs and to- 
tal infufficiency ever to help them- 
felves. 

2. It may be further remarked, 
that thofe doétrines whichthe world 
call “* hard fayings’? are the moft 
powerful means in the hands of the 
bleffed fpirit, to pull down and de- 
{troy Satan’s ftrong-holds in the 
hearts of finners. No preaching, 
or converfation feems fo effeGua) 
to drive them from their hiding 

places and refuges of lies, as to 
te\l them plainly that they are e- 
ternally undone, if the unpromifed 
mercy of God is not difplayed in 
their favor ;—that they have pot 
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the leaft claim on God, and if he 
does not lave mercy they are gone 
forever ;——that their eternal ftate 
is already fixed in the divine mind ; 
and it concerns them to know what 
it is like to be ;—that all they do 
fhort of real fubmifiion to God is 
wholly felfith ;-=that they may as 
well defpair of ever helping them- 
felves firft as laft ; and that the rea- 
fon why they don’t find relief is 
merely becaufe they will not yield 
and bow to a holy fovereign God 
—becaufe they “ will not come 
unto Chrift that they may have 
life.’ I am fully fenfible that 
fome will be greatly irritated at 
thefe naked truths, and will not 
hear them: but thofe whofe eyes 
are open to fee and realize eternal 
things will be filent: and altho’ 
they do not approve, yet in their 
con{ciences they fear they are true, 
and appear to be cut to the heart. 
We ave fenfible that this is a hard 
talk, very difagreeable to the nat- 
ural feelings, when at the fame 
time our bowels yearn over fuch 
poor diftreffed fouls: but it may 
be of infinite confequence to them. 
Good cannot be fpoken to them 
while in oppofition to God; but 
evil. By the Holy Ghoft “ the 
letter mult d/l; but the Spirit giv- 
eth life.” 

3. It is a'fo worthy of partic. 
ular notice, that when the fubjeéts 
of this work of grace are brought 
to fubmiffion, hopefully renewed 
and find relief, from their diftrefs 
and burden; they are not apt to 
be fenfible of it at the time: and 
many not for fome days afterwards. 
They perceive indeed an alteration 
in their feelings and views; but 
do not entertain a tho’t that it is 
converfion. More generally they 
fear God hath left them, and that 
they have loft all conviction, and 
are amazed that they are no more 
diltrefled. Yet they find, on re 
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flection, that God is right—the 
divine character is good, his ad- 
miniftrations all juft; all is right 
on God’s part, perfeétly right : 
but on their part all is wrong, fin- 
ful and yile. They agree in this 
very fully, that it would be quite 
jaft and right in God, forever to 
exclude them, utterly reject and 
calt them off; whatever he does 
with others. Yea, one, and a 
very fenfible man about middle age, 
told me with the greateft apparent 
fimplicity and affeftion: it ap- 
peared to him, that for fuch a 
wretch as de, who had rebelled 
againft and infulted fo great, fo 
holy a God all his days, that dell 
was his proper place—and he did 
not fee how God could do any 
other than fend him there, and he 
felt that if he might love and praife 
him, he fhould be willing to be 
feparated from that holy world 
where fuch wretches as he ought 
not to come.” It is not unfre- 
quent for them to feel entirely fub- 
miflive te God, and pleafed with 
his adminiftrations, while as yet 
they do not imagine they are inter- 
efted in the atonement of Chrift, 
nor view themfelves forgiven and 
accepted of God. 

4. The manner of the begin- 
ning of this work of God is to be 
noticed. Altho’ fimilar to others 
who have written ; yet I feel it 
duty to add to their teftimony, that 
this bleffed work of divine grace 
was preceded by the longings and 
earneft prayers of God’s people. 
They feemed to be engaged and 
to have ftrong hope that the Lord 
was about to appear in his glory to 
build up our Zion. Individuals 
here and thicre, (and I truft we 
had a precious number before this 
revival) feemed wonderfully to be 
‘tirred up and, as it were, * wait- 
sag for the confolation of Ifrael.” 
Sone may nethans call this exth-r. 
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frafm ; but I believe a ferious can- 
did mind would judge there were 
no appearances of it. And when 
it began to be known that God 
was in very deed among us, by the 
bleffed influences of his fpirit ; the 
older Chriftians appeared to be ex- 
ceedingly cautious and to walk 
foftly.—It was evidently “ the {til} 
{mall voice.” Here and there one, 
in different parts of the town, were 
awakened, took to their bibles and 
their clofets, and endeavored to 
keep hidden as much as poflible 
from the eye of the world. I beg 
leave here to remark, that if God’s 
people really defire he fhould grant 
them a gracious vifit, they muft 
humbly aff for it. Not pradtic- 
ally defire Jefus to depart, as the 
Gadarenes did; but intreat and 
importunately beg, that for his own 
name’s fake, he would be pleafed to 
come and get glory to himfelf, in 
fubduing his enemies and bowing 
the hearts of obftinate, ftubborn 
finners to his feet. ‘“ Afk and 
ye fhall receive.” 

5. Before I clofe, it may be 
proper to make fome obfervations 
ref{pecting the fruits of this glorious 
work of God among us: as itis 
now almolt two years fince it bee 
gan. You will obferve in the nar- 
rative proceeding ; that the number 
added to the Church may be tho’t 
perhaps rather extraordinary. Ie 
is but jult to obferve, that a con- 
fiderable number of them, perhaps 
twenty or thirty, did not date their 
hopes of being the fubjeéts of real 
religion at this time. But fundry 
as far back asthe revival before 
mentioned in 1783. And fome 
even more remote. Thefe feem- 


ed to have walked between hope 
and fear, not knowing to what 
kingdom they belonged ; who were 
now wonderfully quickened and 
feemed to have frefh anointings of 
And with fome 





the Holy Spirit. 
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of them, thefe feelings and exer- 
cifes were preceded with horrible 
darknefs and fore diftrefs. But 
more than three-fourths of thofe 
who have made a public profefhon, 
are fuchas have until this day of 
grace, lived without God in the 
world. The hopeful converts 
have generally conducted hitherto, 
as well as could reafonably have 
been expected. Religious confer- 
ences have been and ftill are atten- 
ded every week in five different 
parts of the town and are near. 
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fifty years of age, who had beena 
member of the Church for many 
years and tho’t himfeif a Chriftian, 
more than a year paft, pave up his 
hope entirely, viewed himfelf in an 
undone ftate, that there was no 
mercy for him, dare not approach 
to the Lord’s table, was oftentimes 
filled with fuch anguifh as that he 
could hardly attend to the neceffa- 
ry concerns of his family. Now 
it is hoped that his captivity is 
turned—and he hath lately expref- 
fed himfelf as having entirely dif- 


ly as full as ever. They begin | ferent views of God and the Re- 
and end with prayer, and befides | deemer from what he ever before 
finging of hymns, they converfe | conceived—and at times feems fil- 
on fome texts or paflages of holy | led with peculiar joy. 


fcripture—read fome pious dif. 


I hope and tru(t that thoufands 


courfe or pieces from the New. | and thoufands in heaven and earth, 
York or Conneéticut Evangelical | are and will be employed in thank 


Magazine, &c. <A fpirit of Jove 
and union feems to prevail, as yet, 
amongthem. And itis hoped that 


' 
: 
i 


| 
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their religion will not be “ as the | 
morning cloud and early dew which | 


foon paffeth away.” 

But after all, it is by no means 
defigned by thefe communications, 
to reprefent, or to have it under- 
ftood, that in fuch a glorious har- 
veft, there is not chaff among the 
wheat.—[t is greatly to be feared 
and expected that a// will not per- 
fevere—that fome will be found 
with a lamp of profeffion, but no 
oilin their lamp. ‘ Many fhall 
fay unto me in that day, Lord, 
have we not eat and drank in thy 
prefence,” to whom he fhall fay 
“depart from mel never knew 
you.” Butit is not for usto draw 
the line of feparation. It muft be 
‘eft with him * who fearcheth the 
heart and trieth the reins.” 

Iwill only add, that there are 
2 few inftances of awakenings now 
with us) Anda number who are 
howed down and appear “ weary 
ind heavy laden.” 

One inftance of a man towards 





givings and praifes to the triune 
God, Father, Sonand Holy Ghoft, 
for the marvellous difplays of his 
infinitely free, rich and fovereign 
grace among us here, as well as in 
many parts of our finful land and 
world.—And O ! let all that love 
our Lerd Jefus and his caufe—join 
as he hath taught us, and with un- 
ceafing importunity devoutly and 
humbly pray, “ Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth 
asitis in heaven.”? Amen. 
I am yours affectionately, 
Amu R. Rosaine. 
Norfolk, O&. 17, 1800. 





LETTER XVI. 


From the Rev. Asanet Hooxek, 
of Gofhen. 
GENTLEMEN, 


UNDRY _perfons, whofe 


knowledge of the fubje& is 
correét, have informed me, that 
previous to my fettlement, in this 
place, there never was any re- 
markable, and extenfive revival of 
religion, among thepeople. There 
were, however, fome fignal in- 
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ftances of the power of divine 

grace. Since my fixed refidence 

here, whichis almoft niae years, 

things have remained, in the moft 

uapromifing ftate, as to the inter- 
elis of religion, with little excep. 

tion, ’till about the middle of Feb- 
ruary 1799. That period, how- 
ever, was rendered memorable, 
by the commencement of a work, 
the happy fruits of which are {till 
apparent, and which, | truft, will 
be lafting, as cteroity. From 
fmall beginnings, it made fuch 
progrefs, in a few weeks, as to 
have arrelted the general attention ; 
while great numbers were under 
the moft ferious and imprefhve fenfe 
of their forlorn ftate, as finaers. 
The public worfhip, on the fab- 
bath, and all other meetings, ap- 
pointed for religious purpofes, were 
unvfually attended, both as to 
numbers, and ferioufnefs. Many 
feemed anxious, and in great ear- 
neft, to know what they muift do 
to be faved. It was not long be- 
fore fundry perfons manifelted an 
hope of having paffed from death 
unto life. In the compafs of a 
few months, their number became 
confiderable, and continued {till 
increafing. In the month of Sep- 
tember following, twenty-five per- 
fons were admitted, as members 
of the church ; in November for- 
ty-eight ; and in January of the 
prefent year, four ; making in the 
whole feventy-feven. A confider- 
able number remain flill, who ex- 
hibit the ufual evidence of a new 
heart, whehave not made public 
profefiion of their faith. The vif- 
tle change, which has been 
wrought in many, is truly great 
and wonderful. TThofe, who gave 
previous evidence of friendfhip to 
the Redeemer and his caufe, feem- 
ed to fay, with one. voice, and in- 
effable joy, “ This ts the Lord’s 


Going, tt ts marvellous in our eves.” 
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After this brief ftatement, the 
following remarks will exhibit the 
diltinguithing features of this work, 
and enable the candid and impar- 
tial to judge, for themfelves, 
whether it be indeed, the Lord’; 
doing, and worthy of its reputed 
author. 

i. Itis worthy of notice, that 
numbers were deeply impreffed, be- 
fore they were apprized that any 
others were in like circumftances, 
Imprefions did not feem to be 
generally imparted, from one to 
another. Frequently, without the 
intervention of any means, which 
could be diftinétly recolleéted, the 
truth and reality of eternal things 
were brought home, and fattened 
on their minds, with a fort of ir- 
refiftable and impreflive weiglit, 
pointing them to the vaft impor. 
tance of ficeing quickly from the 
wrath to come. This evidently 
was not the work of enthufiafr, 
nor but flightly, if at all tintured 
with it. Hence, the fubjedts of 
pretended neither to jee, nor hear, 
nor feel, any of thofe things, 
which denote a difordered ftate of 
the underftanding. None wers 
carried away by impulfes, or the 
flights of an ardent imagination. 
None were diforderly or indecest 
in their behaviour, either in pud- 
lic, or private. Their pafions 
were not generally wrought upom 
to any confiderable degree. Hence 
inftead of being noify, or much ine 
clined to communicate their fee! 
ings to others, they were com- 
monly filent and referved, ¢xc¢p: 
where they had opportunity u 
converfing with thofe, whom they 
thought able to inftrudt them. 

2. The firft impreflions on the 
minds of thofe, who were fub- 
jects of the work, did not ™ 
common, confift chiefly of teats 
excited by the dreadful forebo- 





dings of future punifhment. 








1801. ] 


was apparent, that their moft deep 
aod painful impreffions arofe efpe- 
cially, from convictions of fin, by 
which they were fet at variance 
with themfelves, and their patft 
conduG, as finners ; and by which 
it was awfully realized to them, 
that, “ There was no peace to the 
wicked.” Accordingly, it wasa 
remarkable characteriftic of this 
work, in the early ftages of it, 
and before the fubjeéts were appa- 
rently renewed, that they were 
convinced of thofe tiaths, to which 
all natural hearts are oppofed.— 
They were generally made ac- 
quainted with the controverfy be- 
tween God and them, fo as to 
feel, and that frequently, in a 
very clear and affecting manner, 
their oppofition to God, to his 
juftice, to his fovereignty, as ex- 
ercifed in difpenfing mercy to fin- 
ners, and thence to the whole 


plan of falvation, by Jefus Chrift. 


In many inflances, when their at- 
tention was firft arrefted, they fat 
out, in apparent hope of working 
out their own falvation, with eafe 
and difpatch. But the attempt 
ferved to fhow them, that they 
were {till working out their de- 
ftruction. It is hence worthy of 
particular mention, that thofe, 
who became eventually reconciled 
to the truth, and found a comfort- 
able hope of their good eftate, were 
Jed to fuch an acquaintance with 
the plague of their own hearts, as 
ferved to fubvert all hope, arifing 
from themfelves and their own do- 
ings. They were thence fhown, 
that if faved, it muft be, not by 
works of righteoufnefs, which 
they had done, or could do, ‘but 
by the wafbing of regeneration and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghoft, 
according to the divine purpofe and 
grace, in Chrift. 

3- Where the foregoing con- 
victions were brought to an happy 
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iffue, relief and comfort were 
found, in fome fort, very differ- 
ently from what was expected. 
The comfort and joy of the fub- 
jeéts feemed not to arife primari- 
ly, from an apprehenfion, that 
they were brought into a fafe and 
happy ftate; but from new and 
delightful views of God, of the 
Redeemer, and the great truths, 
which pertain to his kingdom. It 
is hence remarkable, that frequent- 
ly, the fubje&ts of the work feem- 
ed to be brought out of darknefs, 
into marvellous light, and to ex- 
perience the fublime joys of re- 
ligion, before they conceived any 
diftin& hope of having become 
new creatures. It was hence ren- 
dered hopeful, that this joy was 
not felfifh and delufive, as it could 
not have rifen primarily, or chicf- 
ly, from an apprehenfion of their 
own good eftate. They therefore 
feemed frequently to lofe fight 
of themfe!ves, and their own par- 
ticular intereft, while contempla- 
ting the glory of God, as exhibited 
in the face of Jefus Chrift— 
Thofe, however, who were alike 
as to the nature of what they ex- 
perienced, were different, in this 
view, that all had not the fame 
meafure of light and comfort. It 
was very common, for a new 
heart to difcover itfelf, and to 
produce the joys of holinefs, in 
view of different objeéts, efpecial- 
ly at firft. In fome, it feemed to 
be firft apparent, by a fpirit of 
complacency, in the perfeétion of 
God’s law: in others, by a fenfe 
of his juftice, in the punifhment 
of fin; in others, by their appro- 
bation of the holy and wife fove- 
reignty of God; and in others, 
by a complacency, in the glorious 
charaéter and all fufficiency of the 
Redeemer. There were fome, 
whofe right views and exercifes 


' feemed to confift in a fort of gen- 
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exal fenfe of the glorious excellen- | {pecially owned and bleft, by the 
cy of the divine perfections, with | Holy Spirit, and thence made the 
aia anfwerable feafe of their own | wifdom and power of God, to the 
guilt, bafenefs and deformity, as | falvation of finners. Many were 
finners. There frequently appear- | brought to embrace thofedodtrines, 
ed to be a reconciliation, and | with readinefs and evident com. 
thence a profound fubmifficn of the | placency, which they had once 
heart to God, in the view of his | contemplated with abhorrence, and 
glorious perfection and majefty, | which are too often regarded ag 
bcfore there was any diftin& ap- | intricate and unprofitable. Indeed, 
prehenfion of the Redeemer, and | they now appeared to furmount 
hence before there was any clear | their former difficulties, with great 
and explicit exercife of faith in | eafe, and to embrace thofe truths, 
him. This feemed the more evi- | underflandingly, and with great d:. 
dential, that old things were paffed | light, which had once feemed to 
away, and all things become new, | them hateful and myflerious. In 
from its being common for perfons | this view, the words of Solomon 
when convinced of the truth, to | were fingularly pertinent ; “ They 
feel the moft lively and fenfible | are all plain to him who under. 
oppofition to God, and the dif- | fandeth, and right to them who 
tinguifhing doétrines of his word. | find knowledge.” 
It may be feafonable to notice here, 4. The fubjeéts of this work 
that frequently the doctrine of | were in fome refpects, excecding- 
God’s fovereignty, in electing, | ly varioys, as to their previous 
and actually diftinguifhing the vef- | characters, and circumftances.— 
fels of mercy, and which was the | There was no apparent difcrimina- 
sioft painful to perfons, under | tion, through the diverfity of tem. 
their antecedent conviétions, was | poral circumftances. In difpen- 
yet exceedingly confoling and de- | fing his merey, the Moft High 
lightful, on becoming reconciled | did not regard the rich, more 
to the holinefs and juftice of God. | than the poor ; nor the poor, more 
i j In fome inftances, thofe who had | thanthe rich. ‘The rich and poor 
| been ufed to difcard the dodtrine | met together, and fhared indif- 
of election, and of anfwerable | criminately, in the unfearchable 
i diftinguifhing mercy, were brought, | riches of divine grace. Sundry 
ii while yet oppofed to them, to | children exhibited marks of unu- 
| acknowledge, that they could fee | fual ferioufnefs, for a time, and 
no other ground of hope, in their | hopes were conceived, that /ome 
cafe. of them were made new creatures. 
_Ttis worthy of particular notice, | The far greater part, however, 
as a diftinguifhing feature of the | who were fubje&ts of the work, 
late work, in this place, that | were young, and middle-aged per- 
thofe who have been the hopeful | fons, from fifteen to forty years 
fubjects of it, in its faving effeats, | of age ; though there were feyerat 
notwithftanding their foregoing | hopeful inftances, at fifty years, 0° 
prejudices, and oppofition, have | morc. A large proportion of the 
come uniformly and with one con- | whole number were thofe, whe 
ent, into the fcheme of doétrines, | had been educated, in habits of 
underltood by the general term, | general refpe@ for religion, for 
Calvinifm. Thefe are the doc- | the Sabbath, and public worfhip. 
trines, which feem to have been 1 OF thefe fome were evidently g~ 
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ing about, to eftablifh their own 
righteoufnefs, not regarding ‘the 
neceflity of a new heart, and of 
being clothed with the righteouf- 
nefs, which is of God, by faith. 
In a few inftances, thofe who had 
made public profeffion of religion, 
and thought themfelves heirs of 
heaven, were convinced, that they 
were ftill in the gall of bitternefs, 
and in the event hopefully eftab- 
lifhed, in holinefs. Others had 
been for feveral years, if not al- 
ways, in the habit of paying little 
refpe&t to religion, in any form. 
A confiderable number were more 
or lefs immoral}, and irreligious, in 
their vifible condué&. Several, 
who were fcoffers at the ferious 
and univerfal ftriétnefs of true re- 
ligion, and who made light of 
the attention, on its firft appear- 
ance, were afterwards among the 
hopeful fubje&ts of genuine convic- 
tion, and of faving mercy. A 
few, who had endeavored to for 
tify themfelves, againft the fears 
of wrath tocome, in a belief of 
univerfal falvation, were convin- 
ced, that they had made lies their 
refuge. Several, on whom the 
work was productive of the moft 
evident and apparently, moft fal- 
atary and abiding effe@s, had been 
{ceptical and nmch inclined to in- 
fidelity. 

If we take for granted, that the 
work which has been fo far defcri- 
bed is a work of the holy fpirit, 
one remark, which naturally oc- 
curs, is the evident defign of 
providence, to confound all at- 
tempts, which fhould be made, 
by philofophy and human reafon, 
at accounting for the effects 
wrought, without afcribing them 
to God, as the marvellous work 
of his fpiritand grace. The ef- 
fects were not only fuch, in them- 
flves, as made it impoffible to ac- 


count forthem, by any of the known 
Vor. I. No. g. 





principles of human nature, or the 
influence of natural caufes ; but 
fucha diverfity, inthe antecedent 
charaers, habits and circumflances 
of the fubjeéts, renders this ftill 
farther impofhible. It is wholly 
unaccountable, that any caufe, un- 
lefs abfolutely divine, and there- 
fore pofleffed of infinite wifdomand 
power, as well as goodnefs, fhould 
unite fuch bafe and jarring materi- 
rials, in the fweeteft harmony of 
fentiment, affection, interelt, de- 
fignand purfuit. Few things have 
been more noticeable, among the 
happy effects of this work, than 
its influence, for uniting many 
hearts,in the bonds of mutual Jove. 
One can hardly fail of adopting, 
in this view,the exclamation of the 
Pfaimift, “ Behald, how good, and 
how pleafant itis, for brethren, to 
dwell together in unity”? That 
mutual love, fo much inculcated 
by St. John, and by which Chrift 
tells us, all men fhall know his dif- 
— is moft evidently charactere 
iftic of thofe among us, who pro-« 
fefs to have obtained mercy of the 
Lord. 

5- Itis not common, for thofe 
who manifeft an hope of theme 
felves, to be very confident of theit 
title to falvation. There are few, 
if any, but feem, at times, in much 
doubt, whether their names are 
written in heaven. One reafon of 
this is plain; it is not ufual, for 
thofe, who are hopeful fubjeéts of 
mercy, tofeem wife, in their own 
conceits or to have high thoughts 
of their own experiences, and at- 
tainments in religion ; but, ‘“#m 
lowlinefs of mind, to efteem others 
better than themfelves.”” A reafon 
which is naturally afigned for this, 
and which fairly accounts for the 
fact, ts, its being a uniform char- 
ateriftic of the work, that it has, 
fooner or later, led the fubjeéts of 
it, toadeepand abiding fenfe of 
Uu 
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their own unworthinefs, and thence 
their fitnefs, to be clothed with hu- 
mility. It is not uncommon, for* 
fuch as are vifibly purified from 
their iniquities, to think themfelves 
more vile than others ; and that 
they have far lefs evidence of be- 
ing fanctified, than is ufval with 
true faints. On this ground, num- 
bers feem ready at times, to give 
up their hope, and conclude, that 
they have been deccived, and ought 
to defpair of any prefent title to 
the promifes of the gofpel. 

6. The fubjedts of this work 
are apparently difpofed to perfe- 
vere ; torun, with patience, the 
race fet before them, and to evi- 
dence their union to Chrift, by 
keeping his commandments. 

It is important, however, for 
iilu(trating this obfervation, fo as 





to avoid cccafion of miftake, to. 


remark the following things.—-In 
the firit place, the attention, which 
was excited, for a time, and in 
fome cegree, was far more extcn- 
five than the lafting effets. Mul- 
titudes were unufually attentive, 
and probably moft of them under 
fome {rious thoughtfulnefs. But 
all this was temporary, in refpeé 
to many. It muft be underftood, 
that thefe never gave evidence of 
being impreffed, with any great de- 
gree of conviction of their being 
finners. ‘Phere were, however, 
a few inftances of perfons, who 
were in appearance, very deeply 
unprefled, fora time, from whofe 
minds the impreflion feems, in a 
great meafure effaced. In feveral 
inftances, perfons feemed to have 
felt confiderable alarm, through ap- 
prehenfion of danger, rather than 
0 have been convinced of fin, who 
now appear mech as before. We 
find in this view of the fubjeé, 
an evident example of what Chrift 
intended, by the iced, which fell 
into ftony places, and forthwith 





Revival of Religion in Gofben. 









(Maxcen, 


{prang up, but having no depth of 
earth, when the fun was up, it 
withered away. Thefe, faith the 
divine teacher, are they, who hear 
the word, and anon with joy re. 
ceive it ; but having no root in them. 
Jelves, endure for a while, but in 
time of temptation fall away. 

Tt is manifeft, however, fo far 
as prefent evidence can go, in deci- 
ding it, that there are with us, 2 
goodly number, reprefented by the 
feed, which fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit. Thefe 
give daily reafon to hope, thatthey 
wi! continue to let their light thine 
before men, and to walk worthy of 

| their high vocation. They difcov- 
et little, if any abatement of theiy 
zeal, for attending on the public 
| inftitutions of religion, and cther 
opportunities and means of ir{truc- 
tion. Thus, the evidence of their 
being renewed after the image of 
Chrift, is exhibited, in part, by 
, their engagednefs, to grow in 
| knowledgeand holinefs, and thence 
| become meetfor the inheritance of 
| the faintsin light. They appear 
indeed to have been ordained of 
| God, that they fhould go and 
| bring forth fruit, and that their 
| fruit fhould remain, unto the prar/e 
of the glory of his grace. 
In giving the foregoing account, 
I may, infome meafure, have mif- 
l'taken my own feelings for fats, 
| fo as thence to have reprefented the 
_work, rather as what I wif to 
have it, than as what it would 2p- 
| pearto an impartial obferver. -Ot 
this however, I have no confciou'- 
nefs, and am more fure of noth- 
ing, than to have aimed at givit} 
- . . ‘ 
an impartial view of facts, fo %! 
as would confilt witha general and 
| brief flatement. I might have 
| added a lengthy detail of particu!2: 
‘cafes, which would doubilefs have 
| afforded cntertainment, 10 the 
‘friends of experimental pi; 
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But there appeared to me fome 
difficulty, in giving fuch a ftate- 
ment of this fort, as would com- 
pafs the moft defirable objects of 
the attempt, without furnifhing the 
probable occafion of fome evil. 
Others may find a different meth- 
od the moft eligible. 

How the things above ftated 
will appear, when examined by the 
light and evidence of future days, 
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uniting, in the worfhip of God, 
are full of delight. When the 
friends of the Redeemer attend the 
memorial of his death, they find 
themfelves in the Langueting houfe, 
and that his banner over them is love. 
It is peculiarly animating and im- 
preflive, to fee fuch numbers ad. 
ded to the vifible. family of the 
Redeemer, and among them, fo 
many promifing and dear young 
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and whether the hopes of Chrif-| people, hopefully redeemed from 
tians will’be fully realized, in the | fin and death, by his blood, and 
precious and abiding fruits of the | approaching his table, to commem- 
wonderful things they haye feen, | orate the wonders of his love, and 
and heard, muft be left to future | feal their engagements, to be his. 
decifion. Whether all thofe, who | The idea is cherifhed, with anima- 
appear to have fet out, and to | ted hope, that they will be to his 
run well, for the prefent, will hold | praife in the earth, and the hap- 
on their way, and obtain the prize py inftruments of extending his 
of their high calling, mutt be final- | kingdom among men. , Of him, 
ly known, by the event. If fome, | and through him, and to him are 
of whom the beft hopes have been | 


conceived, fhould make fhipwreck | 
of the faith, return again to folly, | 
and thus evince, that they were | 
never cleanfed from their filthinefs, | 
tt will determine no chara@ers, but | 
their own. Some may have de- | 
ceived, both themfelves, and oth- | 
ers, and their Jaft ftate be worfe | 
than their firft. So long, howev- | 
er, as numbers continue to exhibit, | 
in their lives, the excellent fruits | 
of the fpirit, the evidence will re- 
main, that this ts the Lord’s doing, | 
and ought, as fuch, to be marvellous | 
in our eyes. It is certain, that | 
great things have been done for us, 
whereof we are glad. Such as 
were in Chrift before, have really 
enjoyed a time of refrefhing, from 
the prefence of the Lord. They 
feem to have greatly renewed their 
{piritual flrength, and to have fet 
forward, with enlivened fteps, in 
the race fet before them. They 
are flill glad, with exceeding joy, 
when it is faid unto them, * We 
will go into the houfe of the Lord.” 





Sabbaths, and other feafons of 


all things, to whom be glory for- 
ever. Amen. 
Asantt Hooker. 
Gothen, Nov. 17, 1800. 


(To be continued. ) 





To tHe Epitors or tHe Con- & 


NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

INSTANCES which have 
clearly fhewn the fallacy of infi- 
del principles, and their infufficien- 
cy to fuppert the anxious mind in 
the near view of death, whether 
they have fallen under our own ob- 
fervation, or have been fatisfacto- 
rily attefted by others, to have re- 
cently happened, have a mighty 
tendency to imprefs our minds with 
a fenfe of the value and import- 
ance of revealed truth. 

If the following narrative, giv- 
en at the requeft of one of your 
committee, fhall be thought wor- 
thy a place in your ufeful Maga- 
zine, you have Jiberty to publih it. 
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348 Convifion and death of an Infidel. 


BOUT two years fince, a 
parifhioner of mine died 

is name I omit to mention. In 
the latter part of his life he had 
ee himfelf a Desf, though 
e had not been educated in that 
way. He wasa perfon fond of 
company, addiéed to ridicule and 
banter ; and moft of all delighted 
to deride the Chriftian religion and 
facred f{criptures. Being infirm 
and unable to labor, he employed 
more time than ufual in reading. 
His tafte, however, was vitiated ; 
and his books were chofen accord- 
ing to his tafte. His reading ferved 
only to poifon his principles, and 
render his converfation more dan- 
gerous to fociety. His favorite 
volumes were Allen’s Oracles of 
Reafon, Paine’s Age of Reafon, 


and others of the like kind. Thefe 


he had fo attentively perufed, that | 


he was able to repeat from his 
memory a preat proportion of each. 


Whenever | occafiona'ly called at | 


his houfe, he was hofpitable and | leave, or was about to retire from 


| the chamber: upon which his 
encomiums on the writings of Vol- | 


civil ; but always ready to lavith 


taire, Allen and Paine. He would 
fay that he thought their reafonings 
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fhould make him a feemingly inci. 
dental vifit, I complied with her 
requeft, and went to his houfe. 
When I entered his chamber, and 
enquired refpecting his health, he 
held his eyes clofed, and told me 
that he was very ill; that he felt 
unhappy that he could have no 
converfation with me; but thar jt 
was a fa@, that he could neither 
converfe himfelf, nor hear me cop. 
verfe. I replied that I was equally 
unbappy on the fame account ; for 
having known his fentiments on 
religious fubjects, for years paft, I 
was anxious to know whether thie 
awful realities of the future world 
appeared to him now in the fame 
light, in which he had fancied 
they would appear, in fuch an hour 
as this :* 

After paufing for fome time, he 
faid, * I do not fee zny reafon, a 
yet, for altering my opinion” 
Well fir, faid I, to your own mal- 
ter you ftan. or fall. IT then took 


wife fpoke ; * Sir, faid the, L hope 


| you will not leave us, till you fhall 


to be unanfwerable ; that the Chrif- | 


tian fyftem was well calculated for 
old women ; that had he a family 
of children, he believed that he 
fhould enjoin them to attend on 
minifters, in public 5 but with no 
other view, than to educate them 
to order, and make them better 
members of fociety. After much 
converfation with him, on this fub- 
jet, I ventured to exprefs my 
opinion, that fhould I furvive him, 
I fhould find him to estertain fen- 
timents very different from thefe, 
in the ch fing fcene of his life. 
To this he replied, * no fir, you 
fhall find me die like a hero.” 
After a few months, hearing 
that he was very fick, and that it 
was the requeft of his wife thas I 





have prayed with my hufband.” 
He then opened his eyes for the 
firft tame; and reproved his wile 
for interefting herfelf in any mat- 
ters which concerned him. I then 
told his wife that ber hufband had 
faid that he was fo unwell, that he 
could not hear me converfe : I fup- 
pofed he muft have the fame objec- 
tion to hearing me pray. Begging 
her for that reafon, to excufe met, 
I madea fecond attempt to retire. 
His daughter and only child, then 
ftood between me and the door 
and with tears in her eyes, “1 
treated me not to leave the cham- 
ber, till T had prayed with her 
father.? J made the fame objec: 





* It was thought by his friends that 
he would not live through the night 
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tion to the daughter which I had 
before made to the mother. He 
then opened his eyes again,and after 
dropping fome tender expreflions 
refpeéting his child, faid that fince 
it was her defire, that I fhould 
make a prayer, at that time, he 
would not objeét. 

I prayed with him ; and in the 
prayer, ufed fomeexpreflions which 
might naturally bring to his view 
thofe awful and intereiting truths, 
which I had not the opportunity to 
exprefs in converfation. When 1 
had prayed, took leave,and retired. 

On the next morning or the 
fecond morning after, (I am un- 
certain which of the two) a mef- 
fenger wasfent to me before fun- 
rifing, requefting me to vifit this 
fick man as fpeedily as pofhble. 
The meffenger told me that the 
man was anxiousto fee me before 
his death. Accordingly I went ; 
and when I arrived, found him on 
his feet, fupportied by two men. 
The mufcles of his face were dif. 
sorted ; death was depitted in his 
countenance ; and his whole vif- 
2ge exhibited a gholtly appearance ; 
yet his underflanding was clear. 
Sir, faid he, “Iam glad to fee 
you once more; I have had a fin- 
gular dream the night paft, and am 
anxious to hear your interpreta- 
tion.” 

He then related the dream, 
which was in fubftance as follows. 
‘* Thad in fleep,” faid he, ** an 
* idea that I was upon thedide of a 
river Oppofite to that on which I 
ved: how I paffed the fame, | 
donotremember. On the brink 
€ of this river (which exhibited a 
thocking profpeét; was rapid, 
rocky and black as hell) there 
Was an exceeding high mountain, 
ia the fhape of a tea cup inverted, 
and apparently of as {mooth a 
* furface, from about the middle 
upwards: the lower part of the 
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mountain was covered with fma! 
bufhes. Iwas propelled to af 
cend this mountain, by the riv” 
er’s bank, as difficult and defpe- 
rate as fuch an attempt appeared 
tobe. With great fatigue and 


difficulty I afcended as far as I 


was aided by the bufhes ; though 
frequently, through weaknefs, 
tremor and the frightful view of 
the hideous gulph below, my 
heart and ftrength nearly failed 
me; and I felt myfelfto be on 
the verge of deftruction. I 
thought with myfelf, what fhall I 
donow? It has been with preat 
difficulty and hazard that I have 
afcended fo far, with the feeble 
afiftance which I have had ; but 
how is it poflible that I can prog 
ceed further! However L 
go forward. Caltingmy @ 
one part of the mountain 2 
nother, I difcovered fome {mall 
bufhes growing out of the moun- 
tain at the northweft direétion. 
I thought that if 1 could pofibly 
climb a {moothplace until Lcould 
feize the buthes, I could be fup- 
ported by them till I could take 
breath, and be prepared for a fur- 
ther excrtion. I fummoned up 
all my refolution ; ftuck my feet 
into the earth, as far as I wasable 
took the,advantage of an oblique 
Cireétion, and at length reached 
the bulhes ; which I no fooner 
feized, than they immediately 
broke, and expofed me to inftant 
deftruQion. My difficulties and 
hazardsincreafingevery moment, 
I anxioufly fought for fomething 
to fupport me ; for I could notre- 
main in my then prefent fituation 
for more than a very fhort time. 
To my great joy, I fpied a fiore 
fhooting out of the mountain, in 
afouthealt direction. Ithought, 
if L could but afcendto that, L 
might be fecure enough. With 
caution Iturned, thifted my courfe, 
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“exerted myfelf to the utmoft, 
‘ and reached the ftone. As foon 
*as I bore upon that ftore, it rol- 
‘led from its bed, and defcended 
‘to the bottom, into the hideous 
* ftream, threatening to take me a- 
‘jong with ir. Frightened and 
* aftonifhed, at my marvellous ef- 
“cape; at the profpe@ below me ; 
* and the defperate attempt of ma- 
‘king further advances upward ; 
¢ finding nothing to afford me the 
* Jeaft aid or fupport ; yet unable to 
*hold that ficuation more than a 
* moment longer, I thought that I 
© muft now throw myfelf on fate, 
“leap for my life, and if I failed, 
“Imuftfail. I accordingly exert- 
© ed my whole {trength, and reach- 
© ed the fummit of the mountain. 
“ After a little refpite, review- 
ing the dangers which I had ef- 
‘ caped, and the horrid appearance 
© of the black gulph below, I be- 





« gan to queftion myfelf refpecting 


€ my object in going to that place ; 
© from what motives, and for what 
«end? Aftonifhed at my infatua- 
* tion, and blaming myfelf for my 
‘mad prefumption, I faid with 
* myfelf, what remains for me to 
‘attempt next? To think of con- 
‘ tinuing here for any time, upona 
‘f{mooth furface, on a {mall fam- 
“mit of a mountain, without the 
*Jeaft fupport, or fhelter, would 
‘be madnefs in the extreme; to 
‘ attempt to afcend higher, would 
* be vain ; to think of ever return- 
‘ ing by the courfe through which 
* IT advanced hither, would be the 
‘ height of prefumption. 

“ In this dreadful fituation, 
‘through anxiety of mind, [ a- 
© woke; and found that the whole 
* was a dream. 

«© Now Sir, I have fomewhere 
* read of a mountain of hope ; 1 
* did not know but this might be 
¢ that mountain.” 


I replied to this effect ; that 


‘it of God. 


| 
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wherever writers made ufe of fuch 
a fimilitude, they doubtlefs had a 
meaning very different from that 
which he had fuppofed ; and in. 
tended thereby to reprefent the 
frength and ftability of the Chrif- 
tian’s hope ; founded in the mercy 
of God, and the merits of the 
Redeemer. 

I told him, however, that while 
he was telling his dream, it ap- 
peared to me probable, that the 
dream was occafioned by fome ex. 
preflions that he had heard'me ufe, 
when I prayed with him the other 
evening. It appeared to me that 
certain ideas had then impreffed 
his mind, juft axhe was going to 
fleep; which furnifhed his imagi- 
nation with matter for the dream 
which he had. But however that 
might be, his dream had, bya 
very apt fimilitude, reprefented 
the conduét of finners, when they 
are under convictions from the fpir- 
They are wfually 


| found to purfue every wrong courfe, 
| before they can be prevailed witi: 


to take the right way. 
Now, my friend,faid I, you mutt 
be fenfible, that your conduct for 


| years, has been greatly to the pre- 


judice of your fpiritual interett. 
You ftrove to your utmoft to rd 
yourfelf of thofe religious princi- 
ples and imprefions which were 
early fixed and made by your edu- 
cation ; in the belief of which 
you grew up to manhood. You 
have been affiduous in feeking for 
vicious and prophane publications ; 
with intent to poifon your ow? 
mind, and the minds of all, to 
whom you had accefs. The con- 
fequence of which is this, that 
thofe prophane writings have preju- 
diced your mind again{t the word 
of God, and the methods of his 
grace. When your confcience has 
admonifhed you of a judgment to 
come, you have had recourfe % 
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Ethan Allen for relief; but have 
found him to be like the bufhes on 
the mountain, which broke as foon 
as you had feized them, and left 
you to fall headlong into the black 
guiph below ! 

You then eagerly feized hold of 
Thomas Paine, expeéting a fup- 
port from him, but like the ftone 
which you thought you faw aloft, 
on which you no fooner leaned, 
than it rolled from its bed, and 
threatened you with inftant death, 
fo are you now left without the 
leaft fupport, and are forced to 
quit your hold. 

You have fought one creature 
refuge and another ; but find them 
all to be refuges of lies. Having 
toiled in vain, until your ftrength 
is exhaufted, and life is nearly clo- 
fed, you are really in a forlorn 
(tate, which was in fo lively a man- 
ner reprefented by your imagination 
inthe dream. You are left at the 


fummit of your hopes, in a con. | 


dition, in which your foul mutt 


perifh: Or you have to undo all | 


that which you have done. 
Judge now for yourfelf wheth- 


er the light 6f reafon alone, in | 


which you have boafted, has been 
fufficient to fhow you the hope of 
everlafling happinefs, equally with 
the atonement of that Saviour 
whom you have denied and re- 
proached ? 

I then told him, that I had with 
me a volume of Dr. Lathrop’s Ser- 
mons, in one of which Sermons, 
was a paragraph which applied fo 
aptly to his cafe, that I withed 
him to attend while I fhouldread it. 

‘The Reverend Author, in de- 
‘cribiag the * obfcurity and uncer- 
tainty of the way of the wicked, 
doth, in a very ftriking manner, 
reprefent how the way of that 


wicked man is covered with dark- | 


nefs, who believes the great truths 
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of natural religion, but difcards 
Revelation.” 

The fick man attended to me 
as though it had been for his life. 
When [ had finifhed the paragraph, 
he defired me to read it a fecond 
time deliberately. I didfo. Af. 
ter which he exclaimed, Alas ! 
Alas! Why have I never met 
with this Author before ? Whence 
| is it, that in all my reading, I have 
never found truth exhibited in fuch 





a point of view ? I do not know 
| that I ever, for once, doubted the 
| fufficiency of nature’s light. Un- 
| happy for me, if I have been mif- 
taken ! 
| He then defired me to pray with 
| him ; but topray “‘onlytoone God.” 
| My friend, faid I, will you a& 
| the fool at this late hour, and juf- 
| tify the Infidel in reproaching the 
_facred Trinity ? Who but Thom- 
| as Paine, and his Infidel affociates 
ever thought of Chriftians praying 
to more than one Ged ? If you ob- 
ject to my mentioning the Saviour, 
and going to God in his name, 
| you may be aflured that I fhall not 
| pray with you. He replied, in 
| great agony, ‘“ for God’s fake, 
| pray with me fpeedily, and pray 
in yourown way.” I then pray- 
ed with him. After prayer he ap- 
| peared perfe@ly calm until I left 
him. . 

Afterwards his attendants in- 
| formed me, that his mind was reg- 
| ular, for the greateft part of the 
| day : Though for fhort intervals, 
| fomewhat deranged. That in his 

calmeft feafons, he would exclaim, 
“© Oh the Saviour of loft finners ! 
Oh Jefus Chrift, how precious art 
thou :”” 

He took opportunity to recon- 

cile himfelf to thofe of his con- 
| nections with whom he had been at 
variance ; and died that evening. 

This inftance, added to the 
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long catalogue of others, which 
happened before, confirms our be- 
lief of the fuperior excellence of 
the Chriftian’s faith; and fhows 
vs how little foundation the Isfi- 
del can have to boaft of a fyftera 
which can quiet his fears, and fup- 
port his confidence in the gloomy 
profpeét of approaching diffolution. 
With refpett, 
Am, Gert'emen, 
Your friend and fervant, 
Davip Parsons. 





The Confitution of the Maffachu- 
felts Miffionary Society, with an 
addrefs to the friends of Chrif- 
tianity, a hifforic fketch of their 
proceedings, and a fummary view 
cf the prefent fiste and profpeds 
of the Society. 

The Gonfittution of the Society ts as 


Lnllicie 
gy ee sa Je 


{ T HE Society thall be ftiled, 
" the Moff hufetts Miffion- 
ary Society. 
IT. Fhe object of the Society 
is, to diffufe the knowledge of the 


Gofpel among the Heathens, as | 


well as other people in the remote 
parts of our country, where Chrift 
is feidom, or never preached. 

IfI. Vhe officers of the Socie- 
ty thail be a Prefident, Secretary, 
‘Vreafurer, and ten Truflees, cho- 
len annually by ballot. 

LV. It thail be the duty of the 
Prefident to regulate the meetings 
of the Society, and ex officio to act 
as one of the board ot Truftees, 
fix of whom fhail conilitute a quo- 
rum. 

V. It hall be the duty of the 
Secretary, to keep accurate re- 
cords of the Society, and exhibit 
them at every 2nnua! meeting. 

VI. I: fhall be the duty of the 
Treafurcr, to reccive the property 
of the Society, aiifing from en- 
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donations ; to anfwer the orders 
of the Truftees, to keep a fair ac. 
count of his proceedings, and ex. 
hibit it to the Society at every an. 
nual meeting. 

VII. It thall be the fpecial du. 
ty of the Truftees, to examine 
candidates for the refpeétive mif- 
fions, to employ and direé the 
Miffioraries, and if expedient, to 
recal them. The Trutftees are al. 
fo authorized to manage and difpofe 
of the Society’s property, and to 
tranfact all the concerns of the So. 


| ciety, which require attention, 


between one annual meeting and 
another. 

VIIL. It is expeéted that the 
Truftees, hold at leaft a femi-an- 
nual meeting, that the fociety may 
reap every advantage by their rea- 
fonable and united attention. They 
thall alfo make report at the annu 
al meetings of the labor and fuccels 
of the Mifionaries, and exhibit a 
particular account of their own 
tranfactings. 

IX. The Society hall meet an- 
nually at Bofton, the Tuefday pre- 
ceding every General EleGion ot 
Maflachufetts at ten o’clock A. M. 

X. All queftions before the So- 
ciety, except thofe which refpe® 
the amendment of the Conititu- 
tion, fhall be determined by a m2- 
jority ef the members prefent. 

Xf. It ts the expectation of the 
Society, that the T'ruftees employ 
no chara&ters as Miffionaries, ¢x- 
cept thofe who give credible ‘evi- 
dence of -being the fubjects of {pe- 
cial grace; and of that Chrittian 
zeal, wifdom, information, and 
diligence, which are adequate to 
the arduous work of Evangciilts in 
the moit felfdenying circumftan- 
ces. 

XII. Any perfon may become 
a member of the Socicty, by iud- 
fcribing the Conftitution, and pay- 


; : gi 
trance money, anneal taxes and! ing two dollars into the hands 0 
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the Treafurer, for the ufe of the | 


Society. 

XIII. Every member fhall be 
confidered as retaining his member. 
hip, and obliged to pay two dol- 
lars annually into the. Treafury, 
uatil bis defire to difcontinue his 
connection with the Seciety be 
properly e <preffed to the Secretary. 

XIV. {t is re folved, that tho’ 
this Conftitution be fubjeét to any 
amendments «nd improvements, 
which the Society (hall judge prop- 
2r to adopt ; ; yet that neither any 
amendment fhall be accepted, ex- 

-ept by the vote of two thirds of 
the members prefenc, nor before 


the expiration of a year after ha- 


ving been propofed to the Society 
st an annual meeting. 

The above Conttitution bei ing 
garage Fs eftablith ed as the ba- 
iM of the So 
28, 1799, it was foon made pub- 
lic, and the patronage and aid of 

friends of Zion were folicited 


mn the following a icco mipany! ing ad- 


refs, 


Te all who are d-firo us of the 


Cuyrist. 


CrHristian BreTuren, 

WISHING that grace, mercy, 
and peace may be abundantly mul- 
tiplied =unto you, through the 
knowledge of our Lord and Sav. 
our Jefus Chrift, we take the lib- 
erty to announce to you, that im- 
pelled by a mag | commu eration for 
the unhappy ftate of thoufands, 
who are perithing through lack of 
thofe precious means of falvation 
which we enjoy; by a_ recollec- 
tion of our folema vows to devote 
ourfelves faithfully to the good of 
the kin eae of our or r Redecm- 
er; and by the imitable examples 
of many others, both tn our own 

country y and in Europe, who have 
. ob y hey ped forwat dia the caufe 








icty at Bofton, May 
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of Zion; we, a number of min- 


ifters and people of Chriit, con- 
vened in Botton, on Tuefday, 
| May the 28th, in the year of our 


Lord 1799, for the ; purpofe of ate 
tending to our duty in this regard, 
have deemed it expedient to form 
into a Society, in order to colle& 
and combine our efforts, for the 
{pread of the knowledge of the 
glorious Gofpel of Chrift antong 
the poor Heathens, and in thofe 
remote parts of our country, in 
which the inhabitants do not enjo 
the benefit of a Chrittian Miniftry, 
and Chriftian ordinances. 

The Conftitution of the Society 
we have offered to your confidera- 
tion and we beg permiflion to ob- 
ferye to you, that the adoption of 
this Con{litution, and the meafures 
taken in the commencement of thjs 
Society, have been accompanied 
with fuch peculiar {miles of Provi- 
dence as awaken within us the moft 
pleafing hope that it will enjoy the 


| divine benediction, and be greatly 


Spread 
of the Gofpel of cur Lorp Jésus | 


inftrumental in diffufing the great- 
eft of all bleflings, the falvation of 
finners. To God’s omnipotent 
care and grace we commit our ef- 
forts in this hope. 

To exclude all mifconftruction 
and prejudice, we folemnoly de- 
clare, that it is totally foreign 


| from our views, to weaken the e- 








W 


vangelical influence of any fociety 
of a fimilar cemplexion already 
exifting ; that we renounce all par- 
ty objects, and utterly refufe to 
fuffer any political intere(t or cons 
fidcration whatever to have place in 
the defign or operations of the So- 
ciety 

Having thus offered ourfelves as 
the Maffachufetts Miihonary Soci- 
ety to your notice, we take leave 
to addrefs you on the vafily inter- 
effi: ng ful edt we have in view. 

ry thefe who cordially fubfcribe 
0 dia divine authority of the Holy 
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Scriptures, and candidly admit the 
leading doétrines which they con- 
tain, as ali real Chriftians muft be 
fuppofed to do, it mult be conce- 
ded, that the whole human race 1s 
in a flate of apoftacy from God, 
under the curfe of his violated 
law, and expofed to the eternal 
punifhments of his government ; 
that the glorious Gotpel of Chrift 
is the adequate and the only medi- 
um of recovering loft finners to 
God and happinefs ; and that this 
Gofpc] muft be known, received, 
and obeyed, in order to the fecuri- 
ty of the unbounded good which it 
furnifhieth to the miferable tranf- 
gteffor ; that the virtue and happi- 
nefs of mankind are really always in 
proportion to the influence which 
the Gofpel has upon them ; thatit 
is life from the dead to every believ- 
er; and thatthat gloryvof Ged, with 





"4 which it is fo largely predicted in 

Peet the Scriptures, that the world 

| ‘ a Shall fhori!y be filled, will effential- 
cay ik ly confilt in the univerfal and Je- 
rd hi gitimate influence of this Gofpel. 


On thefe grounds evidently, the 
: | grand commiffion, which Chrift 
gave to mis primitive difciples, 
** Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gofp:] to every crea 


is 

Ff 4 A 1 ~ ° 

Ud Ve so ture ; he who believeth and is bap- 
ee : 

ie at Mb tized, fhall Le faved ; but he who 

ian 4 ' believeth not, fhall be damned,” 


was delivered. Onthefe prounds 
the apolties of the Lord exhibited 
all that fidelity and zeal, in obedi- 
ence to this charge, which are re- 
latedin the New-Teftament ; and 
on thefe grounds, zeal in every 
believer for the fpread of Chrif- 
sity has an adequate fanSion. 
‘“Vith thefe confiderations before 
your minds; with the perithing, 
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| 1 he and therefore very ompafhonabie 
By 8 {tate of every Impenitent {inner . 
Bre with your own immenfe indebied 
| 4 oa i nefs to redeeming grace, your fol- 
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ability, and your hopes in view, 
be intreated to caft the eye of 
attentive obfervation upon the 
condition of thoufands and mil. 
lions of our guilty race, in other 
ceuntries and our own, particular. 
ly amoug the Heathen tribes, and 
on the frontiers of the United 
States, forming a vaft line of new 
ettlements, peculiarly embarraffed 
with refpect to their religious inter. 
efts by local circumftances ; and 
afk, whether, when their danger 
is fo great, when their fpiritual 
wants are fo urgent, when there is 
fo much zeal on the part of wick- 
ednefs, infidelity and athe 
counteratting the Gofpel], there be 
not reafon for us to put forth every 
exertion, for the fpread of that pre- 
cious Gofpel, which is the grand 
charter of our eternal inheritance. 
Have we not, dear Brethren, 
been too long and too deeply flum- 
bering, with refpe& to our duty in 
this great affair? What fhal!l we 
not be willing to do? What hhall 
we not be willing to facrifice ? Is 
not the intereft of Chrift our inter- 
eft ? And have we, as his people, 
any thing to do but to promote it? 
May we not, thea, hope that our 
tnitiution will meet with your 
warmeft approbation ; and that we 
fhall have the benefit of your joint 
co-operations, your influence, your 
prayers ? Will you become united 
to our Society ? If this be incon- 
venient, will you not, asthe Lord 
has furnifhed you with the means, 
open the hand of a generous chari- 
ty, and contribute to the fupport 
of the great object before us! As 
the ftate of the world is, the utui- 
ty of the Socicty will depend 
much, very much, upon its pecu- 
niary means. The Society hold: 
itfelf refponfible for the moft faith- 
ful appropriation of all monies 
which may be contributed and for- 
warded to the ‘Treafurer, wis 





ee "se F* 


1801. ] 


will pive receipts, and enter fuch 
contributions on the accounts of 
the Society. 

In a word, dear Brethren, we 
would fecure your attention, your 
hearts, your prayers, your influ- 
ence, your exertions and your pe- 
cuniary abilities, tothe benevolent 
objet we are purfuing. 

That God may incline your 
hearts to that which is pleafing to 
himfelf, and prepare us, with all 
the redeemed, for his coming and 
kingdom, is the fervent prayer of 
your brethren in Chrift. 

Ln behalf of the Society, 

NATHANIEL Emmons, 
Prefident. 
Done in Boflon, ~t 
28th, 1799- 

Mitte, 

Sanuet Austin, Sec’ry. 


The Officers chofen for the then 
enfuing year were as follows : 
Rey. Nathaniel Emmons, dD. 0d. 
Prefident ; Rev. Samuel Au/fin, 
Secretary; Deacon Fohn Simpkins, 
Treafurer ; Rev. Meffrs. David 
Sanford, Daniel Hopkins, Ezra 
Wild, Samuel Spring, Fofeph Bar- 
ker, Samuel Niles, Fohn Crane, 
Samuel Auflin, Fonathan Strong, 
Truftees. 

A {mall fund being created by 
the depofits of the members, and 
feveral donations, the board of 
Trufteesat their firft meeting, made 
appointments of two Miflionaries, 
who were paftors of Churches, 
to undertake the labors of a Mif- 
‘ion, without delay, according to 
the avowed obje&t of the fociety. 
Several ob{tructions however fruf- 
‘rated thefe appointments. At 
the annual meeting of the Society 
in May 1800, the members of the 
Jociety were found to be aug- 
mented to 119. Their attend- 
ance wasgeneral and ardent. Pub- 
lic worfhip was performed with 
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uncommon folemnityand affection. 
An animating fermon was deliver. 
ed by the Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, 
p- D. from the 2 Chron. xv. 7. 
“© Be ye ftrong therefore, and let 
not your hands be weak. For 
your work fhall be rewarded.” 
This fermon, with a fhort fketch 
of the ftate of the Society, and 
an additional addrefs to the friends 
of religion, by the unanimous vote 
of the Society was printed. ‘lhe 
funds of the Society were found 
to amount to upwards of a thou. 
fand dollars. 

Encouraged by its augmented 
refources, the Society at their laft 
meeting voted to employ four 
Mifhonaries to commence a ferious 
execution of itsdefign. Four or- 
dained miaifters were accordingly, 
by the fubfequent exertions of 
the Board of Trultces, engaged. 
Two of them, Meffrs. David 
Avery and Faeob Cram, have un- 

ertaken, and are now deeply en- 
gaged in the labors of a Miffion 
among the fpeifed new {ettlee 
ments, and the aboriginal natives 
inhabiing the country betweea 
Whiteftown and the Genefee riy- 
er. Several letters which have 
been received from thefe gentle- 
men, fince their arrival in that 
country, ftiate the very urgent call 
there is for fuch labors as thofe to 
which they are defignated, and 
fuggeft, that from concurring 
circumftances they have before 
them, and that there would be be- 
fore any number of Miffionaries 
who might be charged with the 
fame fervice the moft flattering 
profpedts of extenfive ufefulnefs. 
By apofterior order of the Board 
of Truftees they are requeited to 
continue their Miflionary labors 
tillthe 15th of May next. Ane 
other of the four Miffionaries the 
Rey. Adoniram Fudfon, has une 
dertaken, and completed a Mithon 
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of three months among the people 
newly fettled in the interior and 
northern parts of the ftate of Ver 
mont. His detail of his labors, 
and the teftimony given in feveral 
letters from various colleétions of 
people to whom he preached, of the 
cordiality and fpirituz] advantage 
with which they were received, 
were highly oratifyingto the Board 
of Truttees. 

The other of the Miffonaries, 
the Rev. Fo/n Sawyer was ap- 
pointed to a field of Miffionary 
Jabor in the remote parts of the 
Province of Maine. In a letter 
from him dated Dennyville, Sept. 
5, 800, he fpeaks favorably of 
his Mifhonary profpects, and Ja- 
ments nothing, but that his term 
of labor is neceffarily of fo fhort 
aduration. ‘The officers for the 
current year are the fame that they 
were the laft, except that the Rev. 
Abiel Holmes is chofen ‘Vruttee in 
the room of the Rey. Fiha Crane. 

The events of providence feem 
in general at the prefent moment 
to be highly aufpicious to the per- 
petutty, augm 
five ulefalneds 
{piri of ck 
I} 
ment of 


und exten 

The 
prefu 
fenti- 


one 


Ntatton, 


of the oocietyv. 
moat t 


The 


members 


terms atl 


‘| does nof . if 


ai 


all the IS 


T cive all the WEI he to the So Cl. 


ety which ts in their power to pio- 
duce ; to relax no effort for the 
accompiulhm nt of the be nevolent 
objet it contcr 1] lates, and, in un- 
Ceafing prayer to comsuit its im- 
portant concerniments tu the guar- 
dianih:p, and bicihog of the Fa- 
ther of Ifrael. Undoutelly dif- 
pune s will arife, but the ardor 
of truc picty is inextinpuifheble 
Te will burit throuch all the bar 


riers which miftake, o1 jealoufy, 
or virulence can form to cppofe it. 
God will be the ark of its { trength, 
and crown its unceafing firugs eS 
with vidtory and glory. 


Obfervations on Pfalm\xxiil. 4. 





(Maren, 


For tHe Conwecticur Evyay. 
GELICAL MaGazine. 


Brief obfervations on the words in 
Pfalm \xxiiit. 4. “ For there 


are no bands in their death.’ 


HESE are the words of the 
Pfalmift with refpec to the 
wicked, whofe profperity excited 
his envy ; and exprefs one inflance 
of their happinefs and profpenty, 
which, in his view while he was in 
the exercife of this evil di‘pofition 
was a real pood, and he was df. 
pleafed that they fhould enjoy it. 
This fentence, has tie 
raly, if not univerfally aj plied to 
the death of the wicked, ‘expre 
fing the calm and eafe of mind in 
oppofition to fears, diftrefs and 
horrors, whicha belicf and fenfe 
of future mifery would excit 
But there arc objections to this fenfe 
of the words. ~ 
To fay there 
their death, 
any nic 
what 
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as in 
‘d to exprefs 
Wirh 


words can this 


were no ban 
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rely mental citirefs. 
proprig ty of 
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calicd hands, in oppolit 
ftupidity and eafe 
ides, the Pfalmift, tn 


| mind? 
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be miad in which he 
| 
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the 
th 


1 
nore 
THO ‘gy 


of 


| had no vicw or even a 
the future puntthiment of the wick: 
fed. His 
this life, and he — nothing 
| tear and diftrcfs that dying 
| petfons, whether rghtcousor wick- 
| 
! 


c + 
views were confined to 
lof the 


jea!, may have refpe ing their fu- 
When the future 
brought 


exitte nee, 
ftate of the wicked 
into his view, it cured him of his 
envy, he fays ; and he condemn: 
himfelf for his former ipnorance 
and folly, which made bin more 
‘ike a beaft than a man. More 
over, it is not true of all the wick: 
ed, and probably of wicked per 
fons in general, that they have no 
fears and terrors refpeciing their 
/fuiure ftate, when they come to 
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die. Many of them have difcov- 


ered preat diftrefs and horror of 
mind on their death bed, and have 
died under awful apprehenfions of 


falling into endlefs deftruétion. 
Andthismay! be the cafe with moft 
of Avo wicked when they feel they 

e atthe point of death, efpecial- 
ly oa thofe who livein gofpei light, 
though it be not difcovered to oth- 
ers. It cannot therefore be faid 
with truth, that the wicked have 
no bands in their death, in this 
fenfe, if the expreflion were prop- 


er and fuited to onan this idea, 
VY, yhic h it does >n a ppeat to be. 
Another fonke of thele words 


offers itfelfto which the o 
made to the fenfe firlt mentioned, 
do not apply ; nad pated no ob- 
jection will be mad 

It is to be obfe esti that the 
words there are, are not in the 
original,but fupp'icd by thetranfla- 
tors. If the original be rendered 
without a fupply, it may be thus ; 
their death, no bands. But there 
muft be a fupply to make the fenfe 
clear in our language Vhich 
may be thus; * Their death hats 
no bands.” Death is here per- 
fonified, and asif one fuch perfon 
belonged, 
When men die, he is re- 
prefented as coming to them as a 
conqueror who cannot be refilted, 
and with his bands binding them 
fall, and carrying them away as 
his captives. Whenthe Pfalmilt 
fays, Their death hath no bands, 
he means not to reprefent the wick- 
ed as immortal, but living long, 
much longer than he could with, 
oris defirable ; fo that it feemed 
to him asif death had no bands to 
bind them, and take them away. 
This is the feelingand language of 
one who envied them, and was un- 
ealy and vexed at their p rofperity, 
who were proud, v4 slow s, and 
{yoke haughtly with ref 


~ to it. 


man. 


objections | 


or was related to each | 


pet to- 
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God and man, and yet continred 
to live in high health. He felt as 
if it would be much better for the 
world if they fhould be fick and 
die. He had been withing and 
hoping for this, that they miglit 
be taken out of the way, and dono 
more miichicf ; but he was difap- 
pointed. Thatthisisthetrue mean- 
ing of the fcarence under contide- 
ration, is confirmed by the words 
which immediately follow, * But 
their ftrength is fiim.”? ‘This has 
dying without 
ro, orin dillrefs and 
horror ; but ts mentioned in op- 
potition to their being fick and 
dying. They did not but 
erjoyed health and bodily ftreapth, 
e Their eyes fiand out with fat- 


no refpe@ to their 


fear or conce 


die, 


ne{s— they have more than heart 
could with.”’ 
The bands of death doubtlefs 


are the bodily diforders, ficknefs, 
pains and diltrefs by which the 
And this obfervation 
may ferve perhaps, to explain the 
words of Pcier, Ads, nn. 24, 
“Whom God raifed up, 
having loofec death : 
becaufe it was not pofhible that he 
fhould be holden of it,’’ or of him, 
thatis death. "Thefe words would 
be more eafily underftood, at firft 
ve word bands had been 
Bet when 


aA * he 
body Q1ucSe 


hath 
the pains of 





View, if tt 
ufed inftead of pains. 
the Jatter 1s underitood as fynoni- 
mous with the former, ail difficul- 
ty is removed. Death is {poken 
of asanerfon, binding the glon- 
ous Saviour of the world with the 
pains and cruelties infli@ed by his 
murderers) Thefe bards were dof 
ein his refurrection, as it was not 
poflible death fhould hold him in 
them, as he did others. 
Bezaand Doddridge wnderfant 
pains, in this paflage as of the 
fame import with bands. 
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358 Dueflions. 
QUESTIONS. 

AN a good man be unwil- 

- ling that the great, good, 


wife, juft, merciful Jehovah fhould 
fo plan his operations concerning 
all creatures, aétions and thinys, 
asto anfwer his benevolent pur- 
pofes ? 

2.Can the eternal purpofes of 
God be hurtful in the end? 

3. Are we afraid that infinite 
perfection will have too much influ- 
encein the affairs of this world ? 


MIKROS. 


If mankind are totally depra- 
yed and naturally oppofed to God, 
and are entirely dependent on him 
to change their hearts, wherein is 
the propriety of direfling them to 
repent and love God ? M. 


Messrs Eprrors, 


Religious Intelligence. 





A READER of your ufeful | 


Magazine wifhes for an explana- | 


tion of Hebrews vi. 4—6. 
is that from which if a man fall it 
is impofible to renew him again to 
repentance? Can a man partake 
of the common induences 
fpirit of God and his backfiding 


be fatal ? When may a man know | 
, bout fix years ago there were {eve- 


that hets under thatawful fentence? 
AN explanationis deSred, by 


xv. 29, andalfo of 1 Peter iv. 6. 




















Religious Intelligence. 
MISSIONARIES. 


L£xtra& of a Letier from the Rev. 

Fofeph Badger Mtffionary to 

ew Connecticut, dated Young’s 
town, Fanuary 8, 1801. 


a ITER a long and tedious 
journey L arrived at No. 


of the | 


What | 





(Marcu, 


2, onthe 1ft Range the 3o:h ult. 
I went on foot and led my hore 
nearly 200 miles—the travellino 
° * 6 
being excefhvely bad, Owing prin- 
cipally to the feafon of the year, 
“ After pafling the mountains 
andarrivingin Wafhington county, 
I paffed through and near to, about 
twenty Prefbyterian congregations, 
where for two years palt, there 
has been inthe moft of them a 
pretty general ferious awakening, 
God has been pleafed to carry on 
his work in convincing and hope- 
fully converting many hundred 
fouls in thefe parts. The awake: 
ping extended nearly 80 mile; 
from eaft to weft. A number of 
new fettlements north-weft of the 
Ohio, extending nearly to th 
eaftern bounds of New Conned&i- 
cut, were vifited in a fpecial man- 
ner, and there yet remain many 
inftances of ferious awakening 
By what Ican learn, both from 
miniiters and people, the work has 


| been generally free from enthufi- 
| afm ; but powerful in humbling the 


} 
| 


‘into Chrift?s kingdom. 
re | advice of i arned 
acorrefoondent, of 1 Corinthians | *S*'S° of a few pious and learned 
‘ -minifters, a number gave them: 





proud heart, and in bringing it te 

be fwallowed up in God’s will. 
“© God has done great thing: 

for his church in thiscountry. A- 


ral young men hopefully brought 


re) 


By the 


felves to ftudy. An academic 
{chool was eftablifhed, where the 
languages and artsand fciences aie 
thoroughly taught. There have 
been fixteenorfeyenteen very Wwor- 
thy and pious minifters raifed up in’ 
this fchool. It was thought by 
many, when they faw fuch a num- 
ber entering on the miniftry, ther¢ 
would be no places for them ; but 
the late awakening has opened pla- 
ces enough. The fettiements are 
making with fuch rapidity and fo 
many congregations forming, tha 


ut 


Te 
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they cannot be fupplied but for a 
part of the time. ‘There are now 
eight or ten young men who ap- 
pear to be pious, preparing for the 
miniftry, in the fchool which I 
have mentioned, and which is kept 
in Cannonfburgh, in Washington 
county, nearly 100 miles from this 
place, under the care of two in- 
ftructors. 

«“« There were ordained three 
minifters in and near the county of 
Trumbull,* laft September, by 
the Ohio Prefbytery. One of 
them, the Rev. William Wick, 
lives 8 miles from Young’stown, 
at which place he preaches one 
third of his time. He appears to 
be atruly pious man. Iam happy 
in having a brother fonear. From 
what I can learn of the prefent fit- 
uation of the fettlements on the 
Referve, it will be highly neceffa- 
ry to fend on another Maiflionary 
next {pring if poffible. I am con- 
fident, from the belt information 
I can get, I fhall not be able to 
vifit all the fettlements without ma- 
king too rapid a progrefs to anfwer 
the defign of miffionary labors 

“ I have to acknowledge the 
great goodnefs of God through all 
cay journey. My health is good. 
1 have had an uncommon fhare of 
xindnefs and refpe&t fhown me, 
end have been received with great 
cordiality.” 


Extra of a letter from the Rev. 
Daviv Huntineron, dated Pe- 
ru, wef of Lake Champlain, 
Nov. 15, 1800. 

** Since I began my mifhion, I 
have in general been favored with 
the attention of the people. In 
fome places ferioufnefs prevails. 
God has hitherto remarkably difpo- 
fed wealthy and leading characters 





* New Connecticut, or the Weft- 
ern Referve, is formed into a county 
by the name of Taumsv ce. 
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to exert themfelves to promote the 
great object of the Miffionary So- 
ciety, and to encourage the Mif- 
fionaries. I propofe foon to go to 
Plattsburgh, and from thence di- 
reétly 40 miles weft into the Chat- 
tegee fettlement, which lies on the 
road to Upper Canada. I have 
formed a church in Elizabethtown, 
and baptized ninechildren. The 
principal men of the town joined 
in a letter of thanks to the Miffion- 
ary Society, and feemed greatly 
affeéted with the benevolence of 
the good people of Conneéticut, 
who fhew fuch deep concern for 
the welfare of their fouls. Stri&, 
evangelical doétrines gain credit, 
and the inhabitants feem to be moft 
fondof thofe preachers who preach 
and enforce fuch doftrines in the 
moft clear and difcriminating light. 
The evidence and confideration of 
this tend to gladden the hearts of 
all the well-wifhers to Zion. My 
plan is to recrofs the Lake before 
the ice impedes, and to take the 
upper tour ef towns through Ver- 
mont to Conneéticut River, and 
vifit the fettlements on both fides 
of the river down as far as they 
appear to be entitled to miffion« 
ary fervices ; and then return 
through the lower range of towns 
to the lake—crofs it on the ice and 
revifit the new and needy fettle- 
ments on the weft.” 


The Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell 
lately recommenced his mifhonary 
labors. He is to fpend a few 
weeks in the north-weftern part of 
Vermont ; and then proceed to 
the counties of Orfego, Herki- 
mer and Delaware in the ftate of 
New- York. 

Mr. Robert Porter has alfo gone 
on another mifionary tour of three 
months He1s to labor in the 
new fertlements on Black river and 
parts adjacent, 
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POETRY 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


January 6th, 12or. 
NMless’es EpIToRs, 

AS you have pegpenes that fonie 
Hymns might be forwarded for the 
Lanse of the Marazine, 1 fwd you 
the following, which was compof d 
im hafte, on New-Year’s dey and fung 
in public, and which you may publith, 
if you think proper. D. 


Hyun for New-Yesr 


“aS Tl God! whofe inercy nath 
bound ; 


Whofe power and fkili no limits know ; 
Whofe years are one eternal now ; 
From whom alore our bieflings flow : 

> ~~ e a = mY 
2. By thee our liv fit) | d, 


Wi 1 ail; f | ‘ I 
vii MUlONs Of Our race thave Ni 
Si nce the laf year by al) 3 C uric, 
} ) , £4! ' 
othe cark rermions of the cd: : 


is, alicd iOHPMs of 
Y et _ ¥ 
Let us begin the new-horn ye 


And let the remnont ef our doys 


Be fill’d wirh h ly love and tear 
4. And while the ra} id wines of tine 
} ! “ts 


} 


_ 1 , “~* a . 
peed ai s,angm 3 rsaway 
May wemmprove each fleeting hour 


And trom God's precepts ne 


on , , . . ; 
s. That when the toils of life are o'er 
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a Id Geathe iis morta: icene fhall clofe, 
MT 1 ’ + r , . fe 
’ tien to reain i Dalls may foar, 
And in our God f iweet renpofle 


, “6 i foark of hs ivenly 
° “ag 
flame, 


Prifou’d in “ 
See thy yea: 


this mortai iran 
s AUCCelilVve run, 


wm wereehy ot 
Time We aweh bo 


re Uw, 4 » ho . 
ce Willi foon be gone. 
hips. Moments iwiitly fly 
ain of Death IS hich > 
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nan hae an 
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. Flefh demands a longer date 


is the coming ftate; 


forebodes terrific fcenes, 


Mie 


a 4 
Yet can ca 
wim o} abi 





nature lea; 


to life iny 


rth ly fecnes afford 


Full of fin and deadli-f pain, 
Here "tis dreadful to remain. 


5. Earthly fcenes afford no re? 


God 


"li 


Is 


U 
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oe ae cn 


alone can make me blett ; 


¢ gives me joy; 


All things elfe my peace deftr: 
= , 
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Chrift can wa/d away the ftains 
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